
ANU Press
 

 
Chapter Title: Foreword to the 2021 Edition
Chapter Author(s): Pedram Khosronejad

 
Book Title: At Home in Exile
Book Subtitle: A Memoir
Book Author(s): Helga M. Griffin
Published by: ANU Press. (2021)
Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv1h45mg3.4

 
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide

range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and

facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

 

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at

https://about.jstor.org/terms

This book is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0 International License (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0). To view a copy of this license,
visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/.

ANU Press is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to At Home in
Exile

This content downloaded from 58.97.226.250 on Mon, 02 Sep 2024 06:51:57 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



xi

Foreword to the 2021 Edition

After World War I, at the time of the period of the great depression in 
Europe and also of the national infrastructure development projects by Reza 
Shah (1878–1944), the King of Persia (1925–1941), between 1930 and 
1941 many young and talented civilian Germans considered Persia as their 
land of opportunity. After moving there, they established a large expatriate 
community, settled down and became friends with Persian communities in 
cities, rural areas and also the territories of pastoral nomads. The majority 
of the civilian German expatriates of Persia came to the country as young, 
first-rate scholars, engineers, technicians, architects and trader-salesmen.

The British Government, and especially the prime minister, Winston 
Churchill (1874–1965), were against the residency of this specific group of 
civilian Germans in Persia, and since their arrival in the country put pressure 
on Reza Shah to expel them. Churchill strongly believed and propagated the 
fallacious theory that all civilian Germans were fifth columnists and secret 
members of the Gestapo who would help Hitler invade Asia and South Asia 
through Persia in the event of another world war conflict. 

Under this excuse, and after the outbreak of World War II, in a joint 
intervention on 25 August 1941, the Russian and British armies invaded 
neutral Persia and captured the majority of the civilian Germans in the 
country. German women and children under the age of sixteen were 
brutally separated from their husbands and fathers and expelled by force 
to their countries of origin. The men, after a few weeks of interrogation 
in temporary military tented camps in Basra (Iraq), were transferred to 
the war internment camps of Australia where they spent the rest of their 
captivity until 1946. 

There were six family groups including four children among those 494 
civilian German internees of Persia who were brought to the Australian 
war internment camps. After the end of the war, many of the civilian 
German internees from Persia, including families and their children, were 
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granted leave to stay in Australia, while some of them were deported or 
repatriated to European countries, and a few of them decided to return to 
Iran, probably to continue their professional activities. 

Until today there has been no academic contribution or public news 
regarding this specific group of civilian Germans of Persia and their lives 
before, during and after World War II. 

Helga was six years old when she and her family were captured in Persia 
in 1941 and brought with other German families as prisoners of war to 
the Tatura war internment camp. Her family was released in 1946 and 
decided to stay in Australia. 

Helga was born in Çankiri Village in Turkey on 27 June 1935 and moved 
to Persia with her family in early 1936 because her father was assigned to 
pioneer parts of the Trans-Iranian Railway system. During their sojourn 
in Iran, Helga’s family became friends with many Persians and her parents 
adored the country and its people. But with the outbreak of World War 
II, like other civilian Germans of Persia, their beautiful life became a 
nightmare. They were captured by the British Army in their home in 
the west of Persia, and after weeks of interrogation sent to the Australian 
internment camps. This book, which comprises the memoirs of Helga 
since her childhood in Persia, her life experiences as a child prisoner in 
the Tatura internment camp in Australia and her life after the war, should 
be considered the only book written by one of the few survivors of the 
civilian Germans of Persia. 

Beside her personal memories and hard life experiences, to write this book 
Helga used her superb talents in history and anthropology, two major 
fields that she admired during her academic education. Therefore, the 
reader should consider this book as an important contribution to the 
field of historical anthropology. For this reason, She checked her work for 
factual accuracy in local and international archives and spoke to a number 
of persons who had survived the war. 

This book is a  unique example of academic scholarship depicting one of 
the unknown human disasters and catastrophes of World War II, the life 
story of one of the thousands of innocent German civilians who escaped 
Hitler and moved to Persia to find a peaceful shelter for their family.

Pedram Khosronejad 
Associate Professor
Western Sydney University
October 2020
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Foreword to the 2021 Edition

ساٮ﮵ر و  آلماٮ﮲ى  ح﮳وان  مهٮ﮲دسان  رص﮲اس﮶اه،  ٮو﮴سط  اٮ﮵ران  ٮو﮴سعه  طرح  و  اول  ح﮳هاٮ﮲ى  ح﮳ٮ﮲ک�  اٮم﮴ام  ٮ﮳ا 
رگ اروٮ﮹ای ٮ﮳عد از ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� ٮ﮳سر مى ٮ﮳ردٮد﮲ ٮ﮳رای کس﮶ورهای آلماٮ﮲ى زٮ﮳ان همح﮳وار که در دوران اڡ﮲سردكى� ٮ﮳ر﮲
کردٮد﮲. مهاح﮳رت  اٮ﮵ران  ٮ﮳ه  ح﮲ود  ح﮲اٮو﮲اده  ٮ﮳ا   ١٣١٩ ٮا﮴   ۱۳۱۵ سال های  در  ٮ﮳هٮ﮴ر  کاری  سر﮶اٮ﮵ط   

﮲
ٮ﮵اڡ﮲ٮ﮴ں

وٮ﮲ى ح﮹ون وٮا﮲ک� روه از آلماٮ﮲ى های ع﮲ٮ﮵ر ٮظ﮲امى مڡ﮴ٮ﮵م اٮ﮵ران مٮ﮴ح﮲صصان مٮ﮴ٮ﮳حری در رس﮶ٮ﮴ه های ک� ﮲ ک�
اٮ﮵ں

مهٮ﮲دسى ساح﮲ٮ﮴مان و عمران، مهٮ﮲دسى مکاٮٮ﮲﮵ک و صٮ﮲اٮ﮵ع، مهٮ﮲دسى آب و ح﮲اک و ٮ﮵ا مٮ﮴ح﮲صصان
 اڡ﮲راد

﮲
ارت و اڡ﮴ٮ﮴صاد ٮ﮳ودٮد﮲ و در مٮ﮲اطق س﮶هری، روسٮ﮴اٮ﮵ى و عس﮶اٮ﮵ری کس﮶ور سکوٮت﮲ داس﮶ٮ﮴ٮ﮲د. اٮ﮵ں ٮ﮴ح﮳

 علاڡ﮴ه زٮ﮵ادی داس﮶ٮ﮴ٮ﮲د ٮ﮳ه طوری که در دوران اڡ﮴امٮ﮴س﮶ان
﮲
 سرزمٮ﮵ں

﮲
ٮ﮳ه اٮ﮵ران و اٮ﮵راٮٮ﮲﮵ان و ٮٮ﮲﮵ر﮲ ڡ﮲رهٮ﮲ک� اٮ﮵ں

دٮ﮵کان ٮ﮳سٮ﮵اری ٮ﮹ٮ﮵دا کرده ٮ﮳ودٮد﮲. در اٮ﮵ران دوسٮ﮴ان و ٮ﮲ر﮲

از روه  ک� ﮲ 
اٮ﮵ں حص﮲ور  از  سٮ﮴ان،  اٮكل﮲� وڡ﮴ت  وزٮ﮵ر  ست  ٮ﮲ح﮲ ح﮹رح﮹ٮ﮵ل  وٮ﮵ٮ﮲سٮ﮴ون  صوص  ٮ﮳ح﮲ ٮ﮳رٮ﮵ٮ﮴اٮٮ﮲﮵ا  دولت 

م ورود آٮه﮲ا ٮ﮳ه کس﮶ور، ٮلا﮴ش کرد ٮا﮴ ڡ﮲س﮶ار مص﮲اعڡ﮲ى را ٮ﮳ر آلماٮ﮲ى ها در اٮ﮵ران ح﮲س﮶ٮ﮲ود ٮٮ﮲﮳ود و از هٮ﮲کا�
 ٮ﮳وده

﮲
 طرٮ﮵ق آلماٮ﮲ى های مڡ﮴ٮ﮵م را از اٮ﮵ران ح﮲ارج کٮ﮲د. اعٮ﮴ڡ﮴اد ح﮹رح﮹ٮ﮵ل ٮ﮳ر اٮ﮵ں

﮲
رص﮲اس﮶اه وارد کٮ﮲د ٮا﮴ از اٮ﮵ں

 دسٮ﮴ه از آلماٮ﮲ى ها، ماموران مح﮲ڡ﮲ى و سٮ﮴ون ٮ﮹ٮ﮲ح﮳م هٮ﮵ٮ﮴لر و آلمان ٮا﮲زی در اٮ﮵ران هسٮ﮴ٮ﮲د
﮲
است که اٮ﮵ں

 اڡ﮲راد ٮ﮳ه آلمان کمک ح﮲واهٮ﮲د کرد ٮا﮴ اٮ﮵ران را اس﮶ع﮲ال کرده و از
﮲
ر اٮ﮵ں و در صورت وڡ﮴وع ح﮳ٮ﮲كى� دٮ﮵ک�

طرٮ﮵ق مرز ٮ﮹اکسٮ﮴ان ٮ﮳ه هٮ﮲د و ساٮ﮵ر کس﮶ورهای آسٮ﮵ای ح﮳ٮ﮲وٮ﮳ى حمله کٮ﮲د.

ٮ﮵س ٮ﮳ه ٮ﮳هاٮه﮲ حڡ﮲ظ ٮ﮳ٮ﮵طرڡ﮲ى ٮ﮹س از سر﮶وع ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� ح﮳هاٮ﮲ى اول، در سال ١٣٢٠، دولت روسٮ﮵ه و اٮكل﮲�
اٮ﮵ران و دڡ﮲اع از اٮ﮵ران در ڡ﮴ٮ﮳ال حمله احٮ﮴مالى آلمان، دست ٮ﮳ه اس﮶ع﮲ال اٮ﮵ران زدٮد﮲ و سرٮ﮵عا آلماٮ﮲ى های ع﮲ٮ﮵ر
 کمٮ﮴ر از ۱۶ سال ٮ﮳ه آلمان ڡ﮲رسٮ﮴اده س﮶دٮد﮲ و

﮲
ٮظ﮲امى اٮ﮵ران را ٮ﮳ازداس﮶ت کردٮد﮲. زٮا﮲ن و ڡ﮲رزٮد﮲ان ٮ﮳ا سں

ه های ح﮳ٮ﮲كى� اسٮ﮴رالٮ﮵ا اٮٮ﮲﮴ڡ﮴ال داده س﮶دٮد﮲. ﮲ هڡ﮲ٮ﮴ه ٮ﮳ازح﮳وٮ﮵ى ٮ﮳ه ٮ﮳ازداس﮶ٮ﮴کا�
مردان مح﮳رد ٮ﮹س از ح﮹ٮ﮲دٮ﮵ں

ن آلماٮ﮲ى های مڡ﮴ٮ﮵م اٮ﮵ران که ٮ﮳ه زٮد﮲ان های اسٮ﮴رالٮ﮵ا اٮٮ﮲﮴ڡ﮴ال داده س﮶دٮد﮲، هس﮶ت  ٮ﮳ازداس﮶ت س﮶دکا�
﮲
در ٮ﮳ٮ﮵ں

 زٮد﮲اٮٮ﮲﮵ان آلماٮ﮲ى ٮ﮳ازداس﮶ت س﮶ده
﮲
 کس﮶ور آمدٮد﮲. همه اٮ﮵ں

﮲
زٮد﮲اٮ﮲ى ٮ﮳ه همراهى همسر و ڡ﮲رزٮد﮲اٮس﮲﮶ان ٮ﮳ه اٮ﮵ں

 سال های ١٣٢٠ و ۱۳۲۵ در زٮد﮲ان های ح﮳ٮ﮲كى� اسٮ﮴رالٮ﮵ا عمر ح﮲ود را سٮ﮹ری کردٮد﮲ و ٮ﮳عد
﮲
در اٮ﮵ران در ٮ﮳ٮ﮵ں

س﮶ٮ﮴ٮ﮲د و رڡ﮲ٮ﮴ٮ﮲د که در اسٮ﮴رالٮ﮵ا ٮ﮳ماٮٮ﮲﮲د و ٮع﮴داد اٮد﮲كى ٮٮ﮲﮵ر﮲ ٮ﮳ه آلمان ٮ﮳رک� از ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� ٮ﮳سٮ﮵اری از آٮه﮲ا ٮص﮴مٮ﮵م ک�
س﮶ٮ﮴ٮ﮲د. ٮع﮴دادی ٮٮ﮲﮵ر﮲ ٮ﮳رای ادامه ڡ﮲عالٮ﮵ت ح﮲ود ٮ﮳ه اٮ﮵ران ٮ﮳ازک�

ر﮲ارش ح﮲ٮ﮳ری از زٮد﮲كى� و سر﮶ح حال آلماٮ﮲ى های مڡ﮴ٮ﮵م اٮ﮵ران وٮه﮲ ٮ﮴حڡ﮴ٮ﮵ق علمى و ٮ﮵ا ک� ٮا﮴ ٮ﮳ه امروز هٮ﮵ح﮹ک�
 اڡ﮲راد، همسر و ڡ﮲رزٮد﮲اٮس﮲﮶ان در دوران ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� و

﮲
 دو ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� ح﮳هاٮ﮲ى اول و دوم و سرٮو﮲س﮶ت اٮ﮵ں

﮲
در ٮ﮳ٮ﮵ں

رڡ﮲ٮ﮴ه است. ٮ﮳عد از آن صورت ٮک﮲�

ه اسٮ﮵ر س﮶ده س﮶ش ح﮲اٮو﮲اده آلماٮ﮲ى اٮ﮵ران است که ٮ﮳ه  س﮶ش ساله، ٮ﮵كى از ح﮹هار ٮ﮳ح﮹
﮲
رٮ﮵ڡ﮲ں رس﮶ٮ﮵ک ک� هلکا� ک�

ه های ، ٮ﮳رادرش ٮ﮹ٮ﮵ٮ﮴ر و ۴۹۴ اسٮ﮵ر آلماٮ﮲ى مڡ﮴ٮ﮵م اٮ﮵ران در ٢٨ آٮ﮳ان ١٣٢٠ سم﮶سى ٮ﮳ه ٮ﮳ازداس﮶ٮ﮴کا�
﮲
همراه والدٮ﮵ں

ح﮳ٮ﮲كى� اسٮ﮴رالٮ﮵ا اٮٮ﮲﮴ڡ﮴ال داده س﮶د و ٮا﮴ سال ۱۳۲۵ در اسارت ٮ﮳اڡ﮴ى ماٮد﮲.

هلکا� در ٮ﮹ٮ﮲ح﮳م ٮٮ﮴﮵رماه ۱۳۱۴ در ٮ﮴رکٮ﮵ه مٮ﮴ولد س﮶د و در سال ۱۳۱۵ ٮ﮳رای ٮ﮹روژه ح﮳دٮ﮵د کاری ٮ﮹درش که در
 اٮ﮵ران ٮ﮳ود ٮ﮳ه همراه ح﮲اٮو﮲اده اش عازم ٮه﮴ران س﮶د. هلکا� و ح﮲اٮو﮲اده اش

﮲
راٮ﮳طه ٮ﮳ا طرح ٮو﮴سعه راه آهں

زٮ﮵ادی آس﮶ٮ﮲اٮ﮵ان  و  دوسٮ﮴ان  و  رٮ﮳ه  ٮ﮴ح﮳ را  آساٮ﮵ش  از  سرس﮶ار  و  س﮶اد  زٮد﮲كى�  اٮ﮵ران  در  اڡ﮴امٮ﮴س﮶ان  طى  در 
ٮ﮵س زٮد﮲كى� و ٮ﮹ٮ﮵دا کرده ٮ﮳ودٮد﮲. ولى ٮ﮳ا سر﮶وع ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� ح﮳هاٮ﮲ى دوم و اس﮶ع﮲ال اٮ﮵ران ٮو﮴سط روسٮ﮵ه و اٮكل﮲�
 کرد. ٮ﮹س از اسارت در ح﮲اک اٮ﮵ران ٮو﮴سط ارٮش﮴

﮲
سرٮو﮲س﮶ت هلکا� و ح﮲اٮو﮲اده اش ٮٮ﮲﮵ر﮲ ٮع﮴﮲ٮ﮵ٮ﮵ری ٮ﮳ٮ﮲ٮ﮵ادٮ﮵ں
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ٮ﮵س، ح﮳داٮ﮵ى از ٮ﮹در و اسارت ح﮹ٮ﮲د هڡ﮲ٮ﮴ه ای در ٮ﮵ک کمپ صحراٮ﮵ى در ٮ﮳صره کس﮶ور عراق، مهاحم﮳ اٮكل﮲�
هلکا� و ح﮲اٮو﮲اده اش ٮ﮳ه همراهى ساٮ﮵ر اسرای آلماٮ﮲ى اٮ﮵ران ٮ﮳ه زٮد﮲ان های ح﮳ٮ﮲كى� اسٮ﮴رالٮ﮵ا اٮٮ﮲﮴ڡ﮴ال ٮ﮵اڡ﮲ٮ﮴ٮ﮲د و

ٮا﮴ ٮ﮹اٮ﮵ان ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� در اسارت ٮ﮳اڡ﮴ى ماٮد﮲ٮد﮲.

رٮ﮳ٮ﮵ات و مس﮶اهدات او از دوران کٮ﮴اب حاصر﮲ که س﮶امل ح﮲اطرات هلکا� از زمان کودكى وی در اٮ﮵ران، ٮ﮴ح﮳
 سال های ٮ﮹س از ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� است، ٮٮ﮴﮲ها کٮ﮴اب معٮ﮴ٮ﮳ر

﮲
اسارت در کمپ های ح﮳ٮ﮲كى� اسٮ﮴رالٮ﮵ا، و همح﮹ٮ﮲ٮ﮵ں

س﮶ٮ﮴ه س﮶ده است. ن آلماٮ﮲ى های مڡ﮴ٮ﮵م اٮ﮵ران ٮک﮲ا� و موح﮳ود است که ٮو﮴سط ٮ﮵كى از ٮٮ﮴﮲ها ٮ﮳ازماٮد﮲کا�

رٮ﮳ٮ﮵ات س﮶ح﮲صى، از  آموح﮲ٮ﮴ه هاٮ﮵ى که  کٮ﮴اب در کٮ﮲ار ٮ﮳هره ٮ﮳ردن از ح﮲اطرات و ٮ﮴ح﮳
﮲
 اٮ﮵ں

﮲
هلکا� در ٮو﮲س﮶ٮ﮴ں

 امر
﮲
کادمٮ﮵ک در زمٮ﮵ٮ﮲ه مطالعات ٮا﮴رٮ﮵حى﮲ و اٮس﮲اٮس﮲﮶ٮ﮲اسى داس﮶ٮ﮴ه، اسٮ﮴ڡ﮲اده کرده و همٮ﮵ں ٮ﮳ه صورت آ

 کٮ﮴اب در
﮲
 اٮ﮵ں

﮲
اٮ﮶ر او را از ٮ﮵ک رمان ٮ﮳ه ٮ﮵ک ٮ﮹روژه کاملا علمى ٮٮ﮴﮳دٮ﮵ل کرده است. هلکا� ٮ﮳رای ٮو﮲س﮶ٮ﮴ں

طى سالٮ﮵ان مٮ﮴والى در آرس﮶ٮ﮵وهای اسٮ﮴رالٮ﮵ا و ساٮ﮵ر کس﮶ورهای دٮٮ﮲﮵ا ٮ﮳ه دٮٮ﮲﮳ال اسٮ﮲اد و مدارک مرٮ﮳وطه
ن ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� ح﮳هاٮ﮲ى دوم و  ساعت های مٮ﮴مادی ٮ﮳ه مصاحٮ﮳ه ٮ﮳ا محڡ﮴ڡ﮴ان، ٮ﮳ازماٮد﮲کا�

﮲
س﮶ٮ﮴ه و همح﮹ٮ﮲ٮ﮵ں ک�

اسرای کمپ های ح﮳ٮ﮲كى� ٮ﮹رداح﮲ٮ﮴ه است. 

 ڡ﮲ح﮳اٮ﮵ع
﮲
هى است که ٮ﮳ه ٮ﮵كى از ٮا﮲س﮶ٮ﮲اح﮲ٮ﮴ه ٮ﮴رٮ﮵ں ﮲ کٮ﮴اب های داٮس﮲﮶کا�

کٮ﮴اب حاصر﮲ ٮ﮵كى از مٮ﮲حصر ٮ﮳ڡ﮲رد ٮ﮴رٮ﮵ں
ٮ﮲اه را که از ٮ﮴رس هٮ﮵ٮ﮴لر و اٮس﮲اٮ﮲ى ح﮳ٮ﮲ک� ح﮳هاٮ﮲ى دوم مى ٮ﮹ردازد و سرٮو﮲س﮶ت هر﮲اران ٮڡ﮲﮲ر از آلماٮ﮲ى های ٮ﮳ٮ﮵ک�
ٮ﮳رای آساٮ﮵ش و امٮ﮲ٮ﮵ت ح﮲ود و ح﮲اٮو﮲اده س﮶ان ٮ﮳ه اٮ﮵ران مهاح﮳رت کرده ٮ﮳ودٮد﮲ را ٮ﮳ازح﮲واٮ﮲ى مى کٮ﮲د و ٮ﮳ه
رڡ﮲ٮ﮴ٮ﮲د وٮه﮲ طعمه سٮ﮵است ٮ﮳ازی های ع﮲ٮ﮵ر اٮس﮲اٮ﮲ى ح﮹رح﮹ٮ﮵ل ڡ﮴رار ک�  اڡ﮲راد ح﮹ک�

﮲
 مهم مى ٮ﮹ردازد که اٮ﮵ں

﮲
اٮ﮵ں

و سٮ﮵ر زٮد﮲كى� و سرٮو﮲س﮶ٮ﮴س﮶ان ٮ﮳ه ٮ﮵کٮ﮳اره ٮع﮴﮲ٮ﮵ٮ﮵ر کرد.

اد ٮ﮹روڡ﮲سور ٮ﮹درام ح﮲سروٮ﮲ر﮶

١٠ آٮ﮳اٮم﮲اه ١٣٩٩ سٮ﮵دٮ﮲ى، اسٮ﮴رالٮ﮵ا
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