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Foreword

“Wee Willie” Keeler, who played major league baseball a little over a century 
ago, is now mostly remembered for the sage advice he gave to his fellow bat-
ters—“Keep your eye clear, and hit’em where they ain’t” (http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Willie_Keeler). I have long thought that such advice not only leads 
to success in baseball, but also obtains to managing the editing of the Casden 
Annual Review. Counting this edition, I have now guided to publication seven 
Annual Reviews; and, when initially deciding each time what we wanted to do, 
I have found Wee Willie’s advice to come in handy. That is, I have made sure 
to keep my eyes out for a particularly creative guest editor, around whom a 
intriguing set of authors and essays might coalesce, and I have also tried to hit 
on a topic that might at first seem familiar but which we could take another 
way—like a right-handed batter who slaps a groundball into the unguarded 
hole between first and second base for a hit.

Thus, when we decided to do Volume 6 on the Holocaust (with guest-
editor Zev Garber), we self-consciously went at it from a different slant: the 
impact of the Holocaust in America—an aspect of Holocaust studies that not so 
many scholars or readers had ever considered. When we examined Jewish cul-
tural history in the United States in Volume 7 (with guest editor Bill Deverell) 
we did not look east, as is usually done, but rather turned our attention to the 
southwest where Jews had quite a different experience. When we considered 
Jews and popular American music in Volume 8 (with guest-editor Josh Kun), 
we went out of our way to highlight aspects of this topic that had not been 
much thought about before—as the title of that volume, The Song Is Not the 
Same, indicated. When we looked at the Jewish role in facilitating community 
diversity in Volume 9 (with guest-editor George Sanchez), we focused on the 
profiles of southern California figures who were not widely known on the na-
tional stage, but who, nonetheless, had made a profound impression on the 
reshaping of cultural and racial identities and aspirations in the Los Angeles 
area and beyond. We worked with guest-editor Ruth Weisberg on Volume 
10, which considered whether there is (or should be) a modern genre labeled 
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viii The Jewish Role in American Life

“Jewish Art.” And in Volume 11, guest-editor Dan Schnur brought together a 
series of demographic studies that gave us a profile of Jewish voters that con-
sidered how and why they do not act in a typical fashion—why this voting bloc 
is different from all other voting blocs.

As the title of this our latest volume emphasizes, our aim continues to be 
(as it has always been) to get Beyond Stereotypes—to get our reading public to 
look closely at aspects of a seemingly familiar topic, which, when more closely 
examined, reveals itself to have intriguing aspects that few have previously 
considered. The Jewish role in sports more than fills the bill. Note, in this re-
spect, the figure on the cover—a lacrosse player with the beard of an observant 
Jew and an Israeli team-chevron on his uniform. Our aim (of course) in choos-
ing this cover picture is to be intentionally provocative—to induce you to ask, 
what do Jews have to do with lacrosse or why use an Israeli player as the cover 
figure, when the Casden Institute is supposed to keep its focus on the Jewish 
role in American life? To find out, you’ll just have to read more. 

Our guest editor this time around, Ari Sclar, has long been known as the 
historian who has led the way in considering the study of sports in America, 
on and off the field, from a distinctly Jewish perspective. I want to take this 
occasion to thank Prof. Sclar for being such a fine collaborator and for putting 
together such a fine collection of essays written by such an excellent group of 
specialists in this less well-considered area of study.  

I hope that Alan Casden, an avid sports fan and collector of sports mem-
orabilia, without whose support the Casden Institute would not exist, will find 
this volume particularly enjoyable. My appreciations also go out to other stal-
wart supporters of the Casden Institute, year in and year out: Ruth Ziegler, 
Sam and Mark Tarica, Dean of Dornsife College Steve Kay, Provost Elizabeth 
Garrett and (batting clean-up) C. L. Max Nikias, President of the University of 
Southern California.

*  *  *  *
This will be my last at-bat as managing editor of the Casden Annual Review. I 
will be stepping down as Myron and Marion Director of the Casden Institute 
for the Study of the Jewish Role in American Life as of the start of the next 
academic year. Next time around my successor as Director, USC Professor of 
History Steven J. Ross will be guiding the Annual Review, and I have no doubt 
that he will do a superb job. Just as my tenure as Casden Director was so greatly 
facilitated by my predecessor, founding Director Barry Glassner, now President 
of Lewis and Clark College, I hope that I have left Steve a good foundation 
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upon which he can build and shape his own vision of the Casden Institute and 
its ongoing investigation of the Jewish role in American life.

I leave the last word for the two people who have been so essential to the 
success of my directorship of the Casden Institute. Marilyn J. Lundberg has 
been production editor of the Annual Review from my first volume and is also 
my closest academic supporter in so many ways. We have received consistent 
praise from our authors for the accurate presentations of their work. All credit 
for this goes to her. Lisa Ansell, Associate Director of the Casden Institute, 
has done everything anyone could ask to make the Casden Institute run as 
smoothly as it has while I have been its Director. Both Marilyn and Lisa have 
been the best collaborators I could ever hope to have. So it is to them both that 
I dedicate this volume.

Bruce Zuckerman, Myron and Marian Casden Director
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