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BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY 

The B lue R idge P a r k w a y is k n o w n t o d a y as 

p e r h a p s t h e g rea tes t scenic h i g h w a y in t h e 

w o r l d . I n d e e d , i t w a s des igned t o m e e t t h i s 

e x p e c t a t i o n over 6 0 years a g o . I t ex tends 4 6 9 mi les 

a l o n g t h e crests o f t h e S o u t h e r n A p p a l a c h i a n s a n d 

l inks t w o n a t i o n a l p a r k s — S h e n a n d o a h a n d G r e a t 

S m o k y M o u n t a i n s . A l o n g t h e w a y , i t m e a n d e r s 

t h r o u g h s o m e o f t h e m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t c u l t u r a l a n d 

n a t u r a l resources in N o r t h C a r o l i n a a n d V i r g i n i a . 

T h e P a r k w a y p r o v i d e s seem ing l y end less b u t b r e a t h 

t a k i n g v iews o f pa ra l l e l m o u n t a i n ranges , sca t te red 

h i l l s , a n d m o u n t a i n f a r m s . 

W i l d l i f e is a b u n d a n t a l o n g t h e Pa rkway . Y o u r s t u 

d e n t s m a y be d e l i g h t e d t o obse rve deer , bear , w i l d 

t u r k e y , o r b o b c a t s . T h e y m a y e n j o y b i r d w a t c h i n g -

l ike t h e h a w k m i g r a t i o n s in t h e s p r i n g a n d fa l l o r t he 

h i g h e l e v a t i o n species s u c h as t h e w i n t e r w r e n . 

Pe rhaps t h e y w i l l obse rve a g r o u n d h o g as i t sits 

e rec t a l o n g t h e r o a d s i d e o r e n j o y a g l i m p s e o f a f o x 

o r o p o s s u m . T h e y are sure t o n o t e s igns o f w i l d l i f e 

al l a r o u n d . 

H i s t o r y is r i ch in t h i s n a t i o n a l p a r k . T h e s tor ies o f 

i n d e p e n d e n t m o u n t a i n p e o p l e are t o l d a t m a n y 

o v e r l o o k s a l o n g t h e w a y . T h e r e are l o g c a b i n s , 

w o r k i n g f a r m s , a m o u n t a i n m a n s i o n a n d a g r is t 

m i l l . A l l w a l k s o f h i s t o r i ca l m o u n t a i n l i fe leave s o m e 

t y p e o f t a le t o te l l a l o n g t h e Pa rkway . In s o m e 

a reas , s t u d e n t s m a y even obse rve a u t h e n t i c 

A p p a l a c h i a n h a n d i c r a f t in p r o d u c t i o n . 

W h e r e v e r y o u g o a l o n g t h e Pa rkway , y o u w i l l f i n d 

resources t o m a t c h y o u r c u r r i c u l u m . Rec rea t i on 

a reas , v a r y i n g in size f r o m several h u n d r e d t o several 

t h o u s a n d acres , are w i l d e r n e s s g e m s f o r t h o s e w h o 

e n j o y t h e o u t - o f - d o o r s . C u l t u r a l resources are 

a b u n d a n t . M o s t d e v e l o p e d areas i n c l u d e p i cn i c 

fac i l i t i es , r e s t r o o m s , w a t e r f o u n t a i n s a n d h i k i n g 

t ra i l s . T h e P a r k w a y o f f e r s a n idea l s p o t f o r a f i e l d 

t r i p f o r a n y age g r o u p . 

Be sure t o be p r e p a r e d f o r c o o l w e a t h e r a n d unex

p e c t e d c h a n g e s in t h e w e a t h e r . A s in m a n y m o u n 

t a i n a reas , s t u d e n t s w i l l need g o o d w a l k i n g shoes , 

p l e n t y o f f o o d a n d w a t e r , a n d a w a r m j a c k e t . 

T h e ac t i v i t i es t h a t f o l l o w re f l ec t b u t a s a m p l e o f 

w h a t y o u c a n d o a l o n g t h e B lue R idge P a r k w a y w i t h 

y o u r c lass. W e h o p e t h a t y o u w i l l a d a p t al l o f t h e 

ac t i v i t i es in t h i s b o o k t o v a r i o u s P a r k w a y sites — o r 

p e r h a p s c rea te a f e w ac t i v i t i es o f y o u r o w n . Fo r fu r 

t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e B lue R idge P a r k w a y cal l 

( 7 0 4 ) 2 9 8 - 0 3 9 8 . 
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JULIAN PRICE MEMORIAL PARK 

J u l i a n Price M e m o r i a l Park is n o t o n l y o n e o f t h e 

m o s t scen ic a reas a l o n g t h e B lue R idge Pa rkway , 

b u t a l so o n e o f t h e m o r e d iverse. T h e va r ie ty o f 

resources ava i l ab l e here m a k e i t a n a p p e a l i n g si te f o r 

a n y c lass f i e l d t r i p . T h e a rea o f f e r s a la rge p i cn i c 

a r e a , c a m p g r o u n d , h i k i n g t r a i l s , lakes, p o n d s , a n d 

s t r e a m s , r e s t r o o m s a n d seasona l b o a t ren ta l s . T h e 

t e a c h e r s in t h i s p r o j e c t espec ia l l y r e c o m m e n d t h e 

J u l i a n Price P icn ic A r e a , w h i c h h a r b o r s a N a t u r a l 

H e r i t a g e A r e a a n d v is ib le beaver ac t i v i t y a l o n g 

B o o n e F o r k C reek . T h e t ra i l a l o n g B o o n e F o r k is 

w i d e , f l a t , a n d access ib le d i r e c t l y in t he p i c n i c a rea . 

R e s t r o o m s are p resen t l y ava i l ab le f r o m M a y t h r o u g h 

O c t o b e r . F o r d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n , ca l l t h e B lue 

R idge P a r k w a y B lu f f s D i s t r i c t O f f i c e a t S a n d y Flats 

( 7 0 4 ) 2 9 5 - 7 5 9 1 . 

T h e J u l i a n Price a rea is a l so a d j a c e n t t o t h e M o s e s 

H . C o n e M e m o r i a l Pa rk o n t h e B lue R idge Pa rkway . 

H e r e , s t u d e n t s m a y g a i n i n s i g h t i n t o s o m e o f N o r t h 

C a r o l i n a ' s finest c u l t u r a l he r i t age as t h e y v i e w t h e 

tex t i le g i a n t M o s e s C o n e ' s m a n s i o n , w h i c h he 

n a m e d F la t T o p M a n o r . T h e m a n o r , n o w k n o w n as 

t h e P a r k w a y C r a f t C e n t e r , is o p e r a t e d by t h e 

S o u t h e r n H i g h l a n d s H a n d i c r a f t G u i l d . A u t h e n t i c 

m o u n t a i n h a n d i c r a f t s u c h as p o t t e r y , h o o k e d rugs , 

baske t r y , f u r n i t u r e , a n d h a n d w o v e n m a t e r i a l s are 

o n sale o r e x h i b i t . O f t e n , v a r i o u s sk i l led h a n d i c r a f t 

a r t i s t s d e m o n s t r a t e t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r a r t s a t t h e c e n 

ter. 

T h e ac t i v i t i es t h a t f o l l o w w e r e des igned f o r field 

t r i p s t o t h e J u l i a n Price P icn ic A r e a . H o w e v e r , m a n y 

o f t h e ac t i v i t i es f o r L inv i l le Fal ls , M t . M i t c h e l l , a n d 

R o a n M o u n t a i n w o u l d a l so w o r k here . T h e o p e n 

s e t t i n g a n d va r ie t y o f resources a t j u l i a n Price Park 

l e n d t hemse l ves t o a m u l t i t u d e o f c u r r i c u l a . W e 

h o p e t h a t y o u w i l l find t h e f o l l o w i n g ac t i v i t ies usefu l 

a n d t h a t t h e y w i l l i nsp i re y o u t o des ign a f e w o f y o u r 

o w n . 
à 

J 
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EAGER BEAVER 

GOAL: 
U s i n g t h e beave r as a n e x a m p l e , t h e learner w i l l be 

a w a r e o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e h i s t o r y o f a 

r e g i o n a n d i ts l o c a t i o n , n a t u r a l s e t t i n g , n a t u r a l 

resources a n d n a t u r a l c h a n g e s . I den t i f y w a y s p e o p l e 

a f f e c t t h e e n v i r o n m e n t . 

STATE OBJECTIVES: 
N O R T H C A R O L I N A : 

S O C I A L STUDIES: 

T h e learner w i l l eva luate ways t h e peop le o f N o r t h 

C a r o l i n a use, m o d i f y a n d a d a p t t o the i r physical env i ron

m e n t . 

5 .3 : Analyze causes a n d consequences o f t he misuse o f the 

e n v i r o n m e n t a n d p r o p o s e a l ternat ives. 

5 .3 .2 :G ive an examp le o f t he misuse o f t he env i r onmen t , t race 

its causes a n d c o n s t r u c t a t ime l i ne o r use o the r g raph ic 

organizers t o exh ib i t these causes. 

5 .3 .3 :G iven an e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o b l e m , p red ic t t he sho r t - t e rm 

a n d l o n g - t e r m consequences a n d p r o p o s e al ternat ives. 

INTRODUCTION: 
T h e B lue R idge P a r k w a y , p a r t o f t h e N a t i o n a l Park 

S y s t e m , is c o m m i t t e d t o r e s t o r a t i o n a n d preserva

t i o n o f p l a n t a n d a n i m a l w i l d l i f e . W i l d l i f e m a n a g e 

m e n t i n c l u d e s m a n y d i f f e r e n t tasks , i n c l u d i n g the 

m a n a g e m e n t o f na t i ve species w h i c h w e r e o n c e los t 

b u t a re n o w r e t u r n i n g t o t h e a rea . 

T h e beaver w a s o n c e m a s t e r o f t h e f o r e s t o f t he 

S o u t h e r n A p p a l a c h i a n s . As a keys tone species, t h e 

beaver c rea tes i ts o w n e n v i r o n m e n t , f o r c i n g o t h e r 

species t o a d a p t . F r e s h w a t e r w e t l a n d s , such as 

b o g s , a re j u s t o n e poss ib l e c o n s e q u e n c e o f beaver 

t e r r i t o r y . 

T h e beaver is we l l a d a p t e d t o i ts a q u a t i c e n v i r o n 

m e n t , a l l o w i n g i t t o surv ive a n d th r i ve as l o n g as i ts 

p r i m a r y p r e d a t o r , m a n , a l l o w s . Beavers d i s a p p e a r e d 

q u i c k l y a f t e r b e i n g d i s c o v e r e d in t h e A p p a l a c h i a n 

M o u n t a i n s . H u n t e d f o r i ts fu r , k i l l ed f o r b e i n g a n u i 

sance , a n d r u n o f f b y e n c r o a c h i n g se t t le rs , t h e 

beaver has n o w r e a p p e a r e d a l o n g t h e B lue Ridge 

Pa rkway . W i l d l i f e m a n a g e m e n t t e c h n i q u e s are aga in 

c h a l l e n g e d b y t h i s eager a q u a t i c m a m m a l . 

PRE-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . Research t h e beaver a n d i ts u n i q u e a d a p t a 

t i o n s t o a q u a t i c l i fe . 

2 . Research t h e beaver f u r t r a d i n g bus iness . 

D i s p l a y beaver t r a p p i n g areas o f t h e U.S. o n 

a m a p a n d d e v e l o p a beaver f u r s t o re s h o w 

i n g t h e uses o f beaver in t h e la te c o l o n i a l 

era a n d / o r ear ly p i o n e e r s e t t l e m e n t s . 

MATERIALS: 
Reference resources 

Ske tch p a d / d r a w i n g m a t e r i a l s 

C a m e r a ( o p t i o n a l ) 

N o t e p a d 
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E A G E R B E A V E R 

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . Beaver d a m s a t J u l i a n Price Park a re p r i m a r i l y 

c o n s t r u c t e d f r o m a c o m b i n a t i o n o f s t i cks , 

leaves a n d m u d . O b s e r v e a n d d iscuss t h e p r o s 

a n d c o n s o f t h i s t y p e o f c o n s t r u c t i o n . W h a t 

ski l ls w o u l d t h e beave r need t o m a k e a d a m ? 

W h a t have been t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e i r 

d a m s ( p o n d s , f l o o d i n g , b o g s , e tc . )? 

2 . D iscuss t h e r e t u r n o f t h e beaver t o t h e B lue 

R idge P a r k w a y r e g i o n . W h e n d i d t h e beaver 

d i s a p p e a r ? W h e n d i d i t r e t u r n ? W h a t pos i t i ve 

a n d nega t i ve c o n s e q u e n c e s have o c c u r r e d 

s ince i ts r e t u r n ? 

3 . Beavers a re c r e p u s c u l a r a n i m a l s (ac t i ve a t t w i 

l i g h t a n d d a w n ) so v i s i t o r s d o n ' t usua l l y see 

t h e m . Be a beaver de tec t i ve a n d l is t c lues t h a t 

w i l l p r o v e t h e ex is tence o f beavers a t J u l i a n 

Price Park . L o o k f o r t r a c k s , ev idence o f beaver 

g n a w i n g , d a m s , e tc . M a k e sketches o r m a p 

t h e l o c a t i o n o f y o u r c lues . W h a t m i g h t these 

c lues te l l y o u a b o u t t h e beaver p o p u l a t i o n ? 

W h a t is t h e r a n g e o f beaver t e r r i t o r y ? 

4 . M a k e a l is t o f o t h e r m a m m a l s , b i r d s , insec ts , 

a m p h i b i a n s a n d rep t i l es t h a t share t h e 

beaver ' s e n v i r o n m e n t . D i a g r a m t h e layers ( lev

els) o f e a c h o n e ' s p l a c e i n t h e h a b i t a t . H o w 

d o e s t h i s a f f e c t t h e f o o d c h a i n ? H o w are d i f 

f e r e n t r esou rces used b y each t y p e o f a n i m a l ? 

5 . A s y o u obse rve t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , n o t i c e t h e 

p l a n t l i fe . M a n y " g r a s s y " p l a n t s n e a r w a t e r 

h a b i t a t s a re a c t u a l l y sedges o r rushes . Use t h e 

s i m p l e r h y m e t o c lass i fy t h e " g r a s s e s " a r o u n d 

t h e b o g . W h a t g e o m e t r i c shapes w o u l d 

desc r i be t h e sedge b l a d e a n d t h e r ush s t e m ? 

S E D G E S H A V E E D G E S 

R U S H E S A R E R O U N D 

GRASSES A R E F L A T 

W H E R E V E R T H E Y A R E F O U N D . 

POST-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . M a k e a t i m e l i n e o f m a m m a l d i s a p p e a r a n c e 

a n d r e a p p e a r a n c e a l o n g t h e B lue R idge 

Pa rkway . A g o o d r e s o u r c e is A Naturalist's Blue 

Ridge Parkway b y D a v i d T . C a t l i n ( p a g e s 1 4 0 -

1 6 1 ) . 

2 . M a k e a m o d e l , d i o r a m a o r p o s t e r o f a beave r 

d a m , l o d g e o r h a b i t a t . Exp la i n t h e u n i q u e f e a 

tu res . T h i s c o u l d be a c u l m i n a t i o n o f t h e 

research d o n e p r i o r t o t h e v is i t . 

3 . H a v e a d a m - b u i l d i n g c o n t e s t . H a v e i n d i v i d u a l s 

o r g r o u p s t r y t o m a k e a s t i c k d a m a n d t e s t i f i t 

w i l l h o l d w a t e r b a c k . 

4 . W r i t e a p o e m o r w o r d d e s c r i p t i o n a b o u t t h e 

beaver . 

B Busy 

E E c o n o m i c 

A A q u a t i c 

V V e g e t a r i a n 

E E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

R R e i n t r o d u c e 
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JULIAN PRICE WORD PUZZLE 

J D B L U E R 1 D G E P A R K W A Y V M 
E A X S L C E L S E D 1 M E N T X C B L 

Z W W A 1 A B M Q P D 0 H F C A L Q X Y 
S H s U R K T D G H N A 1 L U K Y 1 N P 
1 C s T F E C N F Y K P M J T Y A H Y Z 
w R H K B Y A A K Y T R M 1 L E P 0 S T 
D E 1 E 0 Q M L L M C C V L C P B N U X 
N P R Y 0 1 P T N R W Z J 1 L G H C T D 
J U A S N L G E X M R M R B W O B L 1 T 
S S H T E E R W W C Z P D 1 X 1 D R R W 
X C T O F O O E T H N G Y S E R X G T A 
w u M N 0 K U Y V A K B J E H G U V E O 
0 L G E R V N 1 1 A D A Y D 1 G U T D Z 
G A A S K I D L S Y E V G G V K T W J A 
F R W P Y 0 U K P X D B J E C X Z D C F 
D W B E Q J N W A B O G U S D K H E X G 
Y E U C K Y T 1 N U M M O C C K B P N W 
X K Z 1 Z T D W J D E G G O L R E T A W 
Z B Y E T F D A E J G G 0 B E U T U U C 
X C M S R T J N X A A D A P T A T 1 O N 

ADAPTATION 
BOG 
COMMUNiTY 
DETRITUS 
KEYSTONESPECIES 
RUSH 
WATERLOGGED 

WORD LIST 

BEAVER 
BOONEFORK 
CREPUSCULAR 
EARTHEN 
LODGE 
SEDGES 
WETLAND 

BLUERIDGEPARKWAY 
CAMPGROUND 
DAM 
JULIANPRICE 
MILEPOST 
SEDIMENT 
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JULIAN PRICE WORD PUZZLE ANSWERS 

A D A P T A T I O N 

B O G 

C O M M M M U N I T Y 

D E T R I T U S 

K E Y S T O N E S P E C I E S 

R U S H 

B L U E R 
. E 
A . 

D G E P A R K W A Y 
S E D I M E N T 

. H S U R n 

. C T . C N 

. R H K B A A 

. E E 0 M L 
N P Y 0 P T 
. U S N G E 
. S T E R W 
. C 0 F O E 
. U N 0 U . V 
. L E R N . l 
. A S K D L 
. R P U . m 

F ,1 
C Y T 1 N 

E 
S 

A 
A 

N 

M 
M 

R 

B 

L 

C 
L 

D E G 
G 
D 

S 
E 
D 
G 
E 
S 
C 
O 
B 
P 

P O S 
U 
T 

R 
G T 

E 

D 

W O R D L I S T 

B E A V E R 

B O O N E F O R K 

C R E P U S C U L A R 

E A R T H E N 

L O D G E 

S E D G E S 

L R E T A W 

T A T I O N 

B L U E R I D G E P A R K W A Y 
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BEAVER POETRY 

GOAL: 
T h e lea rne r w i l l d e v e l o p desc r i p t i ve ski l ls by c r e a t i n g 

a d i a m o n d - s h a p e d p o e m u s i n g i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 

beavers . 

STATE OBJECTIVES: 
N O R T H C A R O L I N A : 

L A N G U A G E ARTS: 

2: T h e learner w i l l use language f o r the a c q u i s i t i o n , in te rpre

t a t i o n , a n d a p p l i c a t i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n . 

INTRODUCTION 
1 . Beavers t rave l t h r o u g h w a t e r l ike a s w i f t bu l l e t . 

2 . Beavers have f l a p s o n t h e i r nose t h a t c lose w h e n 

t h e y g o u n d e r w a t e r . 

3 . Beavers have c lea r eyel ids t o see u n d e r w a t e r . 

4 . Beavers have ch ise l - l i ke t e e t h t h a t c a n c u t a 

t h r e e - i n c h t ree in f i ve m i n u t e s . 

5 . F laps c o m e d o w n ove r t h e beaver 's t e e t h so t h e y 

c a n c h e w u n d e r w a t e r . 

6 . Beavers a re ve ry a d e p t w i t h t h e i r h a n d s a n d f i n 

gers . T h e i r f o o t p r i n t s l o o k l ike h a n d s . 

7. Beavers a re ve ry c l u m s y o u t o f w a t e r . T h e y use 

t h e i r p a d d l e - l i k e ta i l s t o give t h e m b a l a n c e . 

8 . A beaver c o l o n y cons i s t s o f six t o e i g h t beavers . 

ACTIVITY: 
U s i n g i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t beavers l ea rned a t 

J u l i a n Price Pa rk , have s t u d e n t s w r i t e s i m p l e 

d i a m o n d - s h a p e d p o e m s . T h i s s i m p l i f i e d f o r m 

has seven l ines. T h e f o r m a n d a s a m p l e p o e m 

are s h o w n b e l o w . Y o u m a y w a n t t o c o l l a b o r a t e 

o n a f e w g r o u p p o e m s t o h e l p s t u d e n t s 

b e c o m e c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h t h e f o r m . 

MATERIALS: 
I n f o r m a t i o n f a c t shee t a b o u t beavers 

Beaver d i a m o n d - s h a p e d p o e m a c t i v i t y shee t 

Reference b o o k s 

Penci ls 

C r a y o n s 

M a r k e r s 

N O U N 

A D J E C T I V E , A D J E C T I V E 

V E R B , V E R B , V E R B 

S E N T E N C E O R P H R A S E W I T H 4 W O R D S 

V E R B , V E R B , V E R B 

A D J E C T I V E , A D J E C T I V E 

N O U N 

B E A V E R 

F U R R Y , F A S T 

S W I M M I N G , C H E W I N G , E A T I N G 

B U I L D I N G , C U T T I N G , C H I S E L I N G 

C L U M S Y O U T O F W A T E R 

C R E A T I V E , B U S Y 

C O N T R A C T O R 
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NATURE WALK 

GOAL: 
T h e lea rne r w i l l i d e n t i f y w e t l a n d s a n d u n d e r s t a n d 

t h e i r i m p o r t a n c e . S t u d e n t s w i l l d iscuss t h e beaver 's 

ro le as a w e t l a n d c o n t r i b u t o r as we l l as s o m e bas ic 

a d a p t a t i o n s . 

STATE OBJECTIVE: 
N O R T H C A R O L I N A : 

2 .4 : K n o w t h a t a n i m a l s a d a p t t o the i r env i ronmen t . 

2 .7: K n o w t h a t a n i m a l s are i n te rdependen t . 

6.1 : Co l l ec t , o rgan ize a n d d isp lay d a t a f r o m surveys, research 

a n d c l a s s r o o m exper iments . 

T E N N E S S E E : 

Recognize t h e d i f ferences a m o n g an ima ls . 

Realize h o w ind iv idua ls i m p a c t the env i ronmen t . 

INTRODUCTION: 
W E T L A N D S : 

Al l w e t l a n d s are m a d e o f w a t e r . H o w e v e r , a l l b o d i e s 

o f w a t e r ( p o n d s , lakes, rivers, c reeks , e t c . ) a re n o t 

c lass i f i ed as w e t l a n d s . A w e t l a n d is a n area t h a t has 

soggy so i l o r is o f t e n c o v e r e d w i t h w a t e r . These areas 

s u p p o r t p l a n t a n d a n i m a l l i fe u n i q u e o n l y t o a w e t 

l a n d . Fo r t h i s r e a s o n , w e t l a n d s are v a l u a b l e a n d a d d 

a n o t h e r l i n k a m o n g w i l d l i f e , w a t e r , l a n d a n d p e o p l e . 

I t is i m p o r t a n t t o p r o t e c t w e t l a n d s so t h e p l a n t a n d 

a n i m a l l i fe w i l l c o n t i n u e t o g r o w a n d l ive. 

A b i g c o n t r i b u t o r t o t h e f o r m a t i o n o f w e t l a n d s is t he 

beaver . A n e x a m p l e o f i ts w o r k is seen a t Ju l i an Price 

Park . W h e n a beaver b u i l d s i ts d a m , t h e w a t e r o f t e n 

f l o o d s t h e s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a , t u r n i n g i t i n t o a m a r s h 

o r s w a m p l a n d . 

M a r s h e s a n d s w a m p l a n d s are t w o o f t h e th ree types 

o f f r e s h w a t e r w e t l a n d s . T h e t ypes o f f r e s h w a t e r w e t 

l a n d s a re : 

1 . M a r s h e s m a k e u p a b o u t 9 0 % o f w e t l a n d s . T h e 

v e g e t a t i o n t h a t g r o w s t h e r e is t h e t r a d e m a r k o f a 

m a r s h . S o m e c o m m o n f o r m s o f v e g e t a t i o n are 

grasses, sedges, rushes , c a t t a i l s , a n d w a t e r l i l ies. 

I t has been sa id t h a t m a r s h e s a re c lose t o b e i n g 

t he m o s t e f f i c i e n t h a b i t a t s o n E a r t h . T h e y p r o 

v ide f o o d , she l te r a n d w a t e r . 

2 . Bogs are f r e s h w a t e r w e t l a n d s t h a t . u s u a l l y c o n s i s t 

o f p e a t , w h i c h is r i ch o r g a n i c m a t e r i a l m a d e o f 

d e c a y i n g p l a n t m a t e r i a l . Layers o f p e a t c a n be 4 0 

feet t h i c k . Peat c o n t a i n s a c i d a n d decays m a t t e r 

very s low ly . M a t e r i a l , f r o m p r e h i s t o r i c t i m e t o t h e 

p resen t , t h a t is b u r i e d in i t o f t e n is w e l l p re 

served. 

3 . S w a m p s are usua l l y o v e r t a k e n b y s h r u b s a n d 

t rees. T h e a m o u n t o f w a t e r in a s w a m p c a n v a r y 

f r o m a sma l l a m o u n t t o several fee t d e e p . 

S w a m p s c a n s u p p o r t a va r i e t y o f a n i m a l l i fe . 

A n i m a l s such as a l l i g a t o r s , p a n t h e r s a n d rac 

c o o n s c a n live in a s w a m p . 

B E A V E R S : 

T h e beaver is a d a p t e d t o l i v i ng in w a t e r . I t has f l a p s 

t o cove r i ts ears a n d m o u t h s a n d a n ex t ra p a i r o f 

c lear eyel ids t o s w i m in t h e w a t e r . A beaver b u i l d s a 

d a m t o c rea te a w a t e r e n v i r o n m e n t in w h i c h t o l ive. 

U n t i l a p o n d is f o r m e d , i t l ives in t h e s ides o f r iver-

b a n k s , a n d t h e e n t r a n c e t o i ts h o m e is u n d e r w a t e r 

t o de te r p r e d a t o r s . 

O n c e t h e p o n d is t h e size i t l ikes, t h e beaver b u i l d s 

i ts l o d g e in t h e m i d d l e . T h e f l o o d i n g causes n e a r b y 

t rees t o c o l l a p s e , a n d f i s h , d u c k a n d a m p h i b i a n s 

f i n d a n e w h o m e . P r e d a t o r s are t h e n a t t r a c t e d t o 

t h e a rea b y t h e poss ib i l i t i es o f p rey . 

Beavers are i m p o r t a n t a l o n g t h e B lue R idge P a r k w a y 

because t h e y are t h e o n l y a q u a t i c m a m m a l l i v i ng 

t he re . Beavers b e c a m e e x t i n c t in N o r t h C a r o l i n a 

because o f t h e beaver f u r t r a d e in t h e se t t le r ' s t i m e , 

b u t i t w a s r e i n t r o d u c e d t o t h e a rea . 
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NATURE WALK 

PRE-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . C o m p l e t e t h e m a t c h i n g / d e f i n i n g w o r k s h e e t . 

2 . List d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f a n i m a l s f o u n d in a w e t 

l a n d . 

3 . Research t h e beaver . F i n d o t h e r a d a p t a t i o n s i t 

has a n d h o w i t l ives. 

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . H a v e s t u d e n t s desc r i be t h e beaver h a b i t a t : 

s u c h as p l a n t s , a n i m a l s , t h e w a y i t l o o k s , w a t e r 

level , h o w soggy t h e g r o u n d is. 

2 . W h a t d o w e m e a n by h a b i t a t ? 

3 . P o i n t o u t o t h e r h a b i t a t s c r e a t e d d u e t o t h e 

e n v i r o n m e n t t h e beaver c r e a t e d . 

4 . C o u l d t h e h a b i t a t c h a n g e ? H o w ? W h a t d o 

y o u t h i n k w o u l d h a p p e n t h e n ? 

5. Set as ide t i m e f o r s t u d e n t t o d o s o l o w o r k . 

M a k e sure s t u d e n t s s p r e a d o u t . Have t h e m 

w r i t e d o w n e v e r y t h i n g t h e y see, hear , sme l l o r 

fee l . A f t e r a spec i f i ed t i m e , have t h e m share 

t h e i r l is t w i t h t h e c lass. M a k e a m a s t e r l ist o f 

a l l t h e t h i n g s t h e y f o u n d . 

POST-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . T a k e t h e m a s t e r l is t a n d m a k e a w e t l a n d 

m o d e l f r o m i t . T h i s c a n be as b i g as a w a l l 

m u r a l o r as s m a l l as i n d i v i d u a l p i c t u r e s . 

ON-SITE GAME: Bulldozer 

D I R E C T I O N S : 

Pick t w o o p p o s i t e s ides o f t h e p l a y i n g f i e l d as 

b o u n d a r i e s . T h e n p i c k t w o o r t h r e e p e o p l e t o be 

t h e b u l l d o z e r s . T h e b u l l d o z e r s s t a n d in t h e m i d d l e 

o f t h e p l a y i n g f i e l d . Everyone else are w i l d l i f e 

s t a n d i n g a l o n g o n e o f t h e b o u n d a r y l ines. 

Tel l t h e b u l l d o z e r s t o t u r n a r o u n d because y o u 

are g o i n g t o p i c k several beavers . T h e b u l l d o z e r s 

c a n n o t k n o w w h o t h e beavers a re because t h e 

beavers are t h e o n l y o n e s w h o c a n save t h e 

w i l d l i f e a n d m a k e t h e b u l l d o z e r s ' j o b h a r d e r . 

O n c e t h e beavers are se lec ted , t h e b u l l d o z e r s c a n 

t u r n a r o u n d . 

T h e b u l l d o z e r s ye l l , " G i v e m e s o m e w i l d l i f e ! " 

Everyone has t o r u n a n d t r y t o m a k e i t t o t h e 

o t h e r b o u n d a r y w i t h o u t b e i n g t a g g e d b y t h e b u l l 

doze rs . 

I f t h e w i l d l i f e ge t t a g g e d , t h e y have t o s t a n d in 

t h a t s p o t l ike a t ree u n t i l a beaver saves t h e m . 

Beavers c a n save w i l d l i f e b y r u n n i n g b y t h e m a n d 

t o u c h i n g t h e i r feet . Beavers c a n o n l y d o t h i s o n 

t h e nex t r u n b a c k t o t h e b o u n d a r y . 

I f a beaver gets t a g g e d , i t c a n n o t be saved by 

o t h e r beavers . I t has t o lay in t h e s p o t l o o k i n g l ike 

a r o a d k i l l . Everyone keeps r u n n i n g b a c k a n d 

f o r t h ( o n t h e b u l l d o z e r s ' cues ) u n t i l a l l a re t a g g e d 

by t h e b u l l d o z e r s . 

MATERIALS: 
C o n s t r u c t i o n p a p e r 

Sc issors 

G l u e 

C r a y o n s / m a r k e r s 

T a p e / s t a p l e r 

C a r d b o a r d , egg c a r t o n s 
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NATURE WALK 

WETLAND WORKSHEET 

M A T C H I N G : 

1 . F r e s h w a t e r w e t l a n d t h a t cons is t s o f p e a t . 

2 . A n a n i m a l a d a p t e d f o r l i v i ng in w a t e r . 

3 . A c i d i c o r g a n i c m a t e r i a l . 

4 . A n a r e a o f t e n c o v e r e d w i t h w a t e r . 

5 . I t s u p p o r t s a va r i e t y o f a n i m a l l i fe. 

6 . T h e m o s t e f f i c i e n t h a b i t a t o n E a r t h . 

A ) W e t l a n d 

B) M a r s h 

C ) B o g 

D ) Peat 

E) S w a m p 

F) Beaver 

Answer : 1-C, 2-F, 3 - D , 4 -A , 5-E, 6-B 

Q U E S T I O N S : 

1 . H o w d o e s a beaver m a k e a w e t l a n d ? 

2 . W h y are w e t l a n d s v a l u a b l e t o t h e e n v i r o n m e n t ? 

3 . W h a t k i n d o f v e g e t a t i o n g r o w s in a m a r s h ? 

4 . W h y a re t h i n g s w e l l - p r e s e r v e d in a b o g ? 

5 . W h a t k i n d o f a n i m a l l i fe c a n a s w a m p s u p p o r t ? 

6 . W h e r e d o beavers live b e f o r e t h e y b u i l d a l odge? 

7. W h y is t h e beaver i m p o r t a n t o n t h e B lue R idge Parkway? 

REFERENCES 

Mi l le r , A r t h u r P. a n d M a r j o u r i e , L Park Ranger Guide to Rivers and Lakes. S tackpo le Books , 1 9 9 1 . 

N a t i o n a l Park Service. N a t i o n a l Parks a n d Conserva t i on Assoc ia t i on . Biological Diversity Curriculum: Make a World of Difference. N a t i o n a l Parks 

a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n . M i n n e s o t a Env i ronmen ta l Ed. B o a r d , 1 9 9 0 . 

\ Fede ra t i on . Ranger Rick's Nature Scope: Wading into Wetlands, 1 9 9 2 . 
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BEAVER ADAPTATIONS 

GOAL: 
T h e lea rne r w i l l c o n s t r u c t a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f sc i 

ence c o n c e p t s t h r o u g h a n a l y z i n g sys tems. T h e lea rn 

er w i l l d e m o n s t r a t e a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d use o f 

g r a p h i n g . 

STATE OBJECTIVES: 
N O R T H C A R O L I N A : 

SCIENCE 

5 .2 : Invest igate a n i m a l s a n d the i r behav iors w i t h i n na tu ra l 

e n v i r o n m e n t s 

5.2.1 : C o m p a r e a n d c o n t r a s t va r ious a d a p t a t i o n s o f d i f fe ren t 

a n i m a l g r o u p s t o t he i r e n v i r o n m e n t 

M A T H 

6.1 : Co l l ec t , o rgan ize a n d d isp lay d a t a f r o m c lass room experi

men ts 

6 .2 : F o r m u l a t e ques t i ons a n d in te rp re t i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m 

cha r t s , t ab les , a n d g raphs 

T E N N E S S E E : 

SCIENCE: 

Recognize t he d i f ferences a m o n g an ima ls 

Realize h o w ind iv idua ls i m p a c t t he env i r onmen t 

M A T H : 

Use i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m tab les , char ts a n d g raphs t o solve 

p r o b l e m s 

PRE-SITE ACTIVITY: 
Use these ac t i v i t i es in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a u n i t 

o f s t u d y o n a n i m a l s o r , spec i f i ca l l y , beavers . 

S t u d e n t s w i l l research a n i m a l s a n d c o m p a r e 

s im i la r i t i es o f a n i m a l g r o u p s b y s h a r i n g t h e i r 

p ro j ec t s . I n c l u d e t h e c o n c e p t o f a n i m a l a d a p 

t a t i o n . 

ON-SITE ACTIVITY: 
1 . T a k e a " B e a v e r W a l k " ( a r r a n g e t h r o u g h t h e 

B lue R idge P a r k w a y ) . H a v e s t u d e n t s n o t e in 

n o t e b o o k s / s k e t c h p a d s al l s igns o f beavers , 

such as t ree fe l l i ngs , l odges a n d d a m s . 

2. A s a c lass, b r a i n s t o r m beaver a d a p t a t i o n s . 

I n c l u d e : 

• H a n d s t h a t a re h u m a n - l i k e 

• L o n g f i nge rs f o r m a n i p u l a t i o n 

• W e b b e d fee t f o r s w i m m i n g 

•Tail f o r b a l a n c e a n d s w i m m i n g 

•Ch ise led , s h a r p t e e t h f o r f e l l i n g t rees 

•Flap b e h i n d t e e t h a n d nose f o r p r o t e c t i o n 

u n d e r w a t e r 

3 . C r e a t e a V e n n d i a g r a m t o d e p i c t s im i l a r i t i es 

a n d d i f f e rences b e t w e e n beavers a n d 

h u m a n a d a p t a t i o n s . Use t w o h o o p s t o c re 

a te t h e V e n n d i a g r a m . List a d a p t a t i o n s sep

a ra te l y o n i ndex c a r d s . S t u d e n t s t h e n p l ace 

c a r d s o n t h e V e n n d i a g r a m , p r o m p t i n g d i s 

c u s s i o n . T h e c a r d s c a n be f r o m s t u d e n t s 

d u r i n g t h e b r a i n s t o r m i n g sess ion o r n o t e d 

in a d v a n c e . I n c l u d e t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

W e b b e d fee t T o e s 

Ta i l H a n d s 

F lap b e h i n d t e e t h / n o s e Feet 

Ch ise led T e e t h H a i r 
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JULIAN PRICE TRIP RECORDER 

1 . D e s t i n a t i o n : 

2 . D e p a r t u r e t i m e : 

3 . Present t e m p e r a t u r e / w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s : 

4 . B e g i n n i n g m i l e a g e : 

5 . E n d i n g m i l e a g e : 

6 . H o w fa r? 

7. A r r i va l t i m e : 

8 . T e m p e r a t u r e / w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s a t d e s t i n a t i o n : 

9 . E l e v a t i o n : 

1 0 . W a t e r s h e d ? 

SKETCHES AND NOTES 

This content downloaded from 
�������������58.97.226.250 on Mon, 02 Sep 2024 11:11:25 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



THE MODEL BEAVER 

GOAL: 
T h e g o a l o f t h i s lesson is t o e d u c a t e s t u d e n t s a b o u t 

w i l d l i f e t h a t lives in m o u n t a i n s t r e a m s , such as in 

J u l i a n Price Park . 

OBJECTIVE: 
T h e lea rner w i l l u n d e r s t a n d t h e phys ica l cha rac te r i s 

t i cs o f beavers a n d h o w t h e y l ive. S t u d e n t s w i l l b u i l d 

a m o d e l o f t h e a n i m a l ' s h a b i t a t a n d p lace ¡t o n a 

m o d e l o f h u m a n h a b i t a t . S t u d e n t s w i l l use p r o b l e m -

s o l v i n g ski l ls t o t h i n k o f w a y s m a n a n d a n i m a l s c a n 

live t o g e t h e r . T e a c h e r s w i l l g ive b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a 

t i o n a n d lead t h e d i s c u s s i o n . 

STRANDS: 
Science a n d A r t 

STATE OBJECTIVES: 
N O R T H C A R O L I N A : 

2: T h e learner w i l l have a general know ledge o f an ima ls . 

2 .4 : K n o w t h a t an ima l s are a d a p t e d t o the i r env i ronmen t . 

2 .7 .5 : Discuss h o w h u m a n s m u s t care f o r the env i r onmen t t o 

insure t h a t a n i m a l s r ema in hea l thy a n d species survive. 

T E N N E S S E E : 

3 5 4 0 1 : U n d e r s t a n d i n g t he effects o f env i r onmen ta l change t o 

i n h a b i t a n t s . 

3 5 4 P 1 : U n d e r s t a n d the basic c o n c e p t o f h a b i t a t a n d h o w 

hab i t a t s can be preserved. 

BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION: 
T h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n beaver is a n i n t e l l i g e n t a n i m a l , 

a c c o r d i n g t o I n d i a n f o l k l o r e . I t is a h a r d w o r k e r , 

w i t h phys ica l cha rac te r i s t i c s t h a t a l l o w i t t o b u i l d a 

l o d g e in o n e day . T h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n beaver 

w e i g h s 3 5 t o 4 0 p o u n d s , a n d i ts b o d y is a b o u t t w o 

feet in l e n g t h . T h e ta i l is usua l l y a b o u t o n e - t h i r d as 

l o n g as i ts b o d y , o r a b o u t 10 inches . 

T h e beaver has r e d d i s h - b r o w n o u t e r f u r a n d d a r k -

b r o w n u n d e r fu r . T h e f u r p r o t e c t s t h e beaver a n d 

keeps i t w a r m a n d d ry . T h e beaver has a r o u n d 

b o d y , s t r o n g h e a d a n d p o w e r f u l j a w s a n d t e e t h f o r 

ch i se l i ng t rees. T h e beaver 's t w o t e e t h have s h a r p 

edges t h a t b e c o m e w o r n , b u t these t e e t h c o n t i n u e 

t o g r o w t h r o u g h o u t t h e beaver 's l i fe . 

T h e beaver has f l a p s ins ide i ts ears a n d a m o u t h 

t h a t c loses w h e n i t s w i m s . T h e beaver has t w o eye

l ids — o n e is a c lear l id t h a t c loses w h e n u n d e r w a t e r . 

T h e beaver 's f r o n t fee t have j o i n t s l ike h u m a n 

h a n d s , a l l o w i n g t h e beaver t o c o n s t r u c t i ts l o d g e 

precisely. T h e beaver 's b a c k fee t a re w e b b e d f o r 

s w i m m i n g , a n d i ts t a i l is b r o a d , f l a t a n d c o v e r e d 

w i t h scales. T h e beaver uses i ts t a i l as a r u d d e r f o r 

s w i m m i n g a n d t o s i t u p . T h e beaver is a g r a c e f u l 

s w i m m e r a n d c a n s tay u n d e r w a t e r f o r 2 0 m i n u t e s . 

T h e beaver a lso uses i ts ta i l t o w a r n o t h e r s b y s l a p 

p i n g i t o n t h e su r face o f t h e w a t e r . 

T h e beaver lives in a c o l o n y o f six t o e i g h t beavers . A 

beaver 's l i fe beg ins as a k i t , w h i c h are b o r n in l i t t e rs 

o f t w o t o six beavers . T h e k i ts l ive w i t h t h e i r m o t h e r s 

f o r t h ree years a n d t h e n f i n d a m a t e a n d b u i l d a 

l o d g e o f t h e i r o w n . 

T h e beaver 's l o d g e , o r h o m e , is c o n s t r u c t e d in t h e 

g r o u n d w i t h a n o p e n i n g t o t h e w a t e r . T h e l o d g e has 

t w o r o o m s - a " m u d " o r w o r k r o o m a n d a " l i v i n g " 

r o o m w h e r e t h e y rest . T h e l odges are m a d e o f m u d 

a n d s t icks f r o m p o p l a r , a s p e n , w i l l o w a n d b i r c h 

t rees, a n d t h e beaver eats b a r k f r o m these t rees . T h e 

beaver w o r k s a t n i g h t , d u r i n g ear ly sunr ise o r d u r i n g 

la te sunset . T h e beaver s to res f o o d a n d s p e n d s t h e 

w i n t e r res t i ng in his l o d g e . 

T h e beaver is a " k e y s t o n e " spec ies , j u s t l ike h u m a n s , 

m e a n i n g t h e y m a n i p u l a t e t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t t o s u i t 

t h e i r needs . 
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THE MODEL BEAVER 

PRE-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . Research t h e beaver , h is d a m a n d l o d g e . 

M a k e l ists o f o t h e r r o d e n t f a m i l i e s . 

2 . W h a t ro le d o e s t h e beaver p l a y in n a t u r a l 

resources a n d w i l d l i f e ? W h a t r o l e d i d t h e 

beaver have d u r i n g t h e f u r t r a d e h e i g h t ? 

ACTIVITIES: 
C o n s t r u c t a m o d e l o f a 2 0 - a c r e h a b i t a t f o r 

p e o p l e a n d beavers . 

Use b u t c h e r p a p e r t o d r a w l a n d a n d s t r e a m s . 

C u t t rees o u t o f c o l o r e d p a p e r a n d m a k e a f o r 

est o n s o m e o f t h e p r o p e r t y . H a v e s t u d e n t s 

r e m o v e t rees as t h e y need f o r c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e i r 

houses . 

T a l k a b o u t t h e f a c t t h a t beavers l ive t h e r e a n d 

t h e p e o p l e w i l l be m o v i n g in o n t h e beavers . 

W h a t w i l l h a p p e n t o t h e beavers? 

Have s t u d e n t s b u i l d a h o u s e o u t o f a b o x . 

D iscuss w h a t is h a p p e n i n g t o t h e a n i m a l h a b i 

t a t as t h e ac t i v i t y c o n t i n u e s . V i s i t J u l i a n Price 

Park a n d see t h e a n i m a l h a b i t a t . A s k s t u d e n t s 

t o i d e n t i f y t h e c u r r e n t p r o b l e m s f o r m a n a n d 

t h e beaver. H a v e s t u d e n t s t h i n k o f w a y s t o 

i m p r o v e t h e s i t u a t i o n , s u c h as d e s i g n a t i n g 

w i l d l i f e a reas l ike J u l i a n Price Park . 

POST-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . D r a w a p i c t u r e o f a beaver ' s l o d g e a n d d a m 

o r c o n s t r u c t a m o d e l d i o r a m a o u t o f 

pap ie r -mâché. 

2 . W r i t e a s to ry . P r e t e n d y o u a re a beaver a n d 

d iscuss y o u r p r o b l e m s a n d w h a t y o u c a n d o 

t o m a k e y o u r l i fe be t t e r . 
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BEAVER HABITAT 

GOAL: 
T o l o o k a t t h e w a y s t h a t m a n a g e m e n t o f o u r a n i m a l 

resources ensures e n d a n g e r e d o r t h r e a t e n e d species 

w i l l surv ive . 

STATE OBJECTIVE: 
N O R T H C A R O L I N A : 

2.7.5: Discuss h o w h u m a n s m u s t care f o r t he env i r onmen t t o 

ensure t h a t a n i m a l s r ema in hea l thy a n d survive 

T E N N E S S E E : 

T o realize h o w ind iv idua ls effect t he env i r onmen t 

BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION: 
T h e r e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f e n d a n g e r e d a n d t h r e a t e n e d 

a n i m a l s is c o n t r o v e r s i a l . ( A n e x a m p l e is t h e c u r r e n t 

c o n t r o v e r s y over t h e r e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e Red W o l f 

t o t h e S m o k i e s . ) T h e r e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e beaver t o 

t h i s a rea has c a u s e d s o m e c o n f l i c t a l so . T h e beaver 

has d o n e so we l l in i ts h a b i t a t t h a t i t has c o n f l i c t e d 

w i t h i ts n e i g h b o r s over l a n d . T h i s c o n f l i c t o c c u r s 

w h e n t h e beavers d a m s t r e a m s , a n d t he s u b s e q u e n t 

f l o o d i n g causes p r o b l e m s f o r m a n . 

PRE-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . C o m p a r e t h e g o a l s a n d va lues o f t h o s e w h o 

w a n t t o p r o t e c t t h e beaver w i t h t h o s e w h o 

w a n t t o r e m o v e t h e beaver. 

2. Beavers r equ i r e c o n s i d e r a b l e l a n d a n d w a t e r 

resources t h a t c o u l d be used f o r o t h e r p u r 

poses . D iscuss these uses a n d d e b a t e w h i c h 

is best . 

3 . C o l l e c t news ar t i c les a n d i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 

beavers a n d d iscuss t h e i n f o r m a t i o n in c lass. 

4 . D e b a t e t h e issue o f m a n versus t h e beaver 

over t h e r i g h t t o use t h e l a n d . 

D E B A T E : S H O U L D A N I M A L S BE PROTECTED? 

S H O U L D S H O U L D N O T 

They are natural resources. vs. They provide resources. 

They can become endangered, vs. They get in man's way. 

Animals should be protected, vs. Animals shouldn't be protected. 

D I R E C T I O N S : T h i s is a bas ic o u t l i n e f o r a s i m 

p le d e b a t e . T h e s t u d e n t s w i l l need t o d o 

research t o have s u f f i c i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e 

d e b a t e . T h e y m a y p i c k s ides o r t h e t e a c h e r m a y 

ass ign s ides. 

O T H E R P O S S I B L E T O P I C S : 

1 . T h e e f fec t o f t h e f u r t r a d e o n a n i m a l p o p u 

l a t i o n s . 

2 . T h e e f fec t t h e dec l i ne in a n i m a l p o p u l a t i o n s 

h a d o n N a t i v e A m e r i c a n s . 

3 . T h e f u r t r a d e ' s a f f e c t o n t h e s e t t l e m e n t o f 

r e m o t e areas? 

ON-SITE ACTIVITY: 
As t h e s t u d e n t s v is i t t h e beaver h a b i t a t , have 

t h e m m a k e d r a w i n g s o f t h e i r o b s e r v a t i o n s ( t h e 

t ype o f d a m s , ev idence o f c o n f l i c t w i t h m a n 

a n d t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , e t c . ) W e r e t h e d a m s a n d 

s u r r o u n d i n g s w h a t t h e s t u d e n t s expec ted? I f 

n o t , w h a t w a s d i f f e ren t? 

Continued on following page. 
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BEAVER HABITAT 

POST-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
B E A V E R H A B I T A T 

S t u d y t h e d r a w i n g b e l o w . Is t h i s t h e t ype o f beaver h a b i t a t y o u obse rved? 

H o w d o y o u a c c o u n t f o r d i f f e rences y o u obse rved? 

L o o k c a r e f u l l y a t t h e Beaver l o d g e . 

W h a t k i n d o f b u i l d e r d o y o u t h i n k t h e beaver is? 

W h a t spec ia l a d a p t a t i o n s w o u l d i t needs? 
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BOONE FORK TRAIL 

GOAL: 
T o e d u c a t e s t u d e n t s a b o u t beavers a n d t h e i r a d a p 

t a t i o n . 

STATE OBJECTIVES: 
N O R T H C A R O L I N A : 

SCIENCE: A l l 

L A N G U A G E ARTS: A l l 

S O C I A L STUDIES: 

5 .3 : Analyze causes a n d consequences o f t he misuse o f the 

phys ica l e n v i r o n m e n t a n d p ropose al ternat ives. 

5 .3 .2: Give an example o f t he misuse o f t he env i r onmen t , t race 

its causes a n d c o n s t r u c t a t ime l i ne o r use o the r g raph ic 

organizers t o exh ib i t these causes. 

5 .3 .3 :G iven an e n v i r o n m e n t p r o b l e m , p red ic t t he sho r t - t e rm 

a n d l o n g - t e r m consequences i f n o t h i n g were d o n e a n d 

p r o p o s e a l ternat ives t o d o i n g n o t h i n g . 

M A T H : A l l 

M U S I C / D R A M A : Role p lay an endangered species. 

H E A L T H : A c t i o n s p r o d u c e consequences. 

T E N N E S S E E : 

SCIENCE: A l l 

S O C I A L STUDIES : A l l 

PRE-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . Have s t u d e n t s research beavers u s i n g 

b o o k s . 

2 . Have s t u d e n t s des ign a n d d r a w t h e i r i n te r 

p r e t a t i o n o f a beaver , i ts h o m e a n d i ts 

s t r uc tu res . 

3 . T h r o u g h ro le p lay , have s t u d e n t s w o r k 

t o g e t h e r as i n d i v i d u a l s o r g r o u p s t o s h o w 

h o w t h e beaver w o r k s t o surv ive . 

MATERIALS: 
A r t p a p e r ( m a n i l l a is bes t ) 

Penci ls 

C r a y o n s 

C h a l k 

M a r k e r s 

C o l o r e d penc i l s 

Index c a r d s t o labe l g r o u p s / i n d i v i d u a l s 

R o p e t o m a r k o f f space f o r r o l e - p l a y 

Resources : b o o k s o n beavers 
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BOONE FORK TRAIL 

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES: POST-SITE ACTIVITIES: 
1 . H a v e s t u d e n t s ske t ch f i e l d d r a w i n g s o f beavers 1 . C r e a t e a l i fe-size pap ie r -mâché beaver (use 

( s h o u l d t h e y be so l ucky t o see o n e ) , t he i r p h o t o s , f i e l d j o u r n a l s , a n d m e a s u r e m e n t s as a 

d e n s , t h e i r d a m s a n d t h e r e m a i n s o f t rees t hey r e s o u r c e ) . 

have u s e d . 

r e s o u r c e ) . 

2 . D i v i de t h e c lass i n t o t h e s a m e g r o u p s o r b y 

2 . H a v e s t u d e n t s t a k e p i c t u r e s o f these areas a n d i n d i v i d u a l s a n d have t h e m w o r k t o g e t h e r as a 

l a b e l . beaver c o l o n y t o b u i l d d e n s , d a m s , e tc . 

3 . H a v e s t u d e n t s a p p r o x i m a t e t h e l eng th o f t he 3 . D e v e l o p a n d w r i t e a s t o r y a b o u t t h e beave r o r 

beaver , b o d y a n d ta i l f r o m a safe d i s t a n c e . t h e p a r k v is i t , e i t he r f a c t o r f i c t i o n . M a k e i t 

i n t o a r e p o r t w i t h p h o t o s . 

MATERIALS: 
I n d i v i d u a l f i e l d j o u r n a l s MATERIALS: 
T a p e m e a s u r e C a r t o n s o f w h e a t pas te 

C a m e r a s ( a u t o m a t i c p r o c e s s i n g is bes t ) N e w s p a p e r 

F i l m C h i c k e n w i r e 

P las t ic s a n d w i c h bagg ies ( t o s to re p h o t o s ) F lo ra l w i r e ( f o r h o l d i n g i t t o g e t h e r ) 

P e r m a n e n t m a r k e r s Pa in ts 

Resources : b o o k s o n p h o t o g r a p h y a n d beaver M a r k e r s 

m o u n t ( p o s s i b l y a v a i l a b l e o n - s i t e ) S m a l l p h o t o a l b u m s o r p h o t o p r o t e c t o r s 

R e p o r t Cove rs 

Penci ls 

Resources : Pap ie r -mâché a r t g u i d e 
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