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Chapter 1 

IntroductIon

davId Ben-Shlomo

Tel A]or is loFaWeG aSSro[imaWely 6 Nm souWheasW oI 
Tel Aviv±JaIIa �)ig� 1�1�� oQ Whe roaG Wo Jerusalem 
�maS reI� 2,* 1�158�159�6� 1,* 18158�659�6�� iQ Whe 
miGsW oI a GeQsely SoSulaWeG regioQ� The siWe oI A]or 
lies aEouW 6 Nm easW oI Whe 0eGiWerraQeaQ FoasW aQG is 
loFaWeG oQ hamra soil� �±� Nm Wo Whe QorWh aQG wesW are 
Whe iQQer kurkar riGges� µ3arareQG]iQa¶ soil is availaEle 
Wo Whe wesW aQG QorWh oI Whe siWe �'aQ eW al� 19����5�� 
The FlimaWe aQG vegeWaWioQ oI Whis regioQ are WySiFal oI 
Whe lowlaQG 0eGiWerraQeaQ ]oQe� Whe FoasWal GuQe area 
aQG Whe FoasWal SlaiQ�

ArFhaeologiFal remaiQs aW Whe siWe are GisSerseG over 
a relaWively large area� uQGerlyiQg Whe moGerQ WowQs oI 
A]or aQG +oloQ �SarWiFularly Whe laWWer¶s iQGusWrial area�� 
The FiWy is a WySiFal e[amSle oI Whe FoQIliFW EeWweeQ 
moGerQ urEaQism aQG Whe SreservaWioQ oI aQFieQW 
remaiQs� where Qo sysWemaWiF large�sFale� loQg�Werm 
e[FavaWioQs have EeeQ uQGerWaNeQ� yeW several salvage 
e[FavaWioQs have revealeG a FoQWiQuous seTueQFe 
oI oFFuSaWioQ Irom Whe &halFoliWhiF Wo Whe 2WWomaQ 
SerioGs �3laQ 1�1� TaEle 1�1� see *olaQi aQG vaQ GeQ 
%riQN 1999� ASSeQGi[ 1�� The laFN oI sysWemaWiF 

iQvesWigaWioQ maNes iW very GiIIiFulW Wo reFoQsWruFW Whe 
aQFieQW seWWlemeQW aW aQy giveQ SerioG� 0oreover� mosW 
oI Whe remaiQs uQFovereG Whus Iar relaWe Wo IuQerary 
aFWiviWies� The Well iWselI is TuiWe small� however� Whe 
aQFieQW siWe aSSears Wo have sSreaG EeyoQG iWs FoQIiQes� 
as iQGiFaWeG Ey several large FemeWeries GaWiQg Irom 
Whe &halFoliWhiF SerioG Whrough Wo moGerQ Wimes� These 
seem Wo iQGiFaWe Whe SreseQFe oI a larger seWWlemeQW 
WhaQ WhaW loFaWeG oQ Whe relaWively small Well� yeW� iW is 
sWill QoW SossiEle Wo esWimaWe Whe si]e oI Whe siWe iQ Whe 
various SerioGs� However� Whe siWe¶s loFaWioQ oQ Whe 
maiQ FoasWal rouWes may hiQW aW Whe use oI Whe area as a 
regioQal FemeWery iQ FerWaiQ SerioGs� FaWeriQg QoW oQly 
Wo Whe siWe iWselI� ,W shoulG Ee QoWeG WhaW QaWural Faves 
are FommoQ aloQg Whe kurkar riGges oI Whe regioQ� 
whiFh FaQ easily Ee FuW Ior shaIW graves�

The iGeQWiIiFaWioQ oI Whe %roQ]e aQG ,roQ Age 
seWWlemeQW wiWh Whe aQFieQW siWe oI A]or is suSSorWeG Ey 
Whe SreservaWioQ oI Whe Qame iQ Whe moGerQ AraE village 
oI <a]ur� A]or is meQWioQeG iQ /;; Joshua 19�45� 
where iW aSSears amoQg Whe FiWies oI 'aQiQ� iQ SlaFe 
oI Whe WowQ oI <ehuG� whiFh aSSears iQ Whe 0asoreWiF 
We[W� The siWe is also meQWioQeG iQ 6eQQaFheriE¶s aQQals� 
where Whe FoQTuesW oI Whe µAshTeloQiWe¶ WowQs oI %eWh�
'agoQ� JoSSa� %eQe�%eraN aQG A]or are meQWioQeG iQ 
relaWioQ Wo Whe suEMugaWioQ oI Whe reEellious 6 ҕiGTa oI 
AshTeloQ �)rahm 199��5�±55� 1a¶amaQ 1998����±
����� 0oshe 'oWhaQ �1989� liQNeG Whe EiEliFal 
reIereQFes Wo Whe 'aQiWe FiWy oI A]or aQG Whe ,roQ Age , 
Eurials e[FavaWeG Where� SarWiFularly QoWiQg eviGeQFe 
Ior FremaWioQ� The iQsFriSWioQ �Sre�IiriQg� oQ aQ ,roQ 
,,%±& sWorage Mar� reaGiQg LSHLMI� leG Wo 'oWhaQ¶s 
suggesWioQ �1961F� WhaW Whe siWe was seWWleG Ey JuGeaQs 
iQ Whe si[Wh FeQWury %&(� 1everWheless� iW shoulG Ee 
QoWeG WhaW Whe arFhaeologiFal aQG hisWoriFal eviGeQFe oI 
Whe siWe oI A]or is sWill very limiWeG�

This volume SreseQWs Whe IiQGiQgs oI oQe oI Whe largesW 
aQG mosW imSorWaQW e[FavaWioQs aW A]or� FoQGuFWeG 
Ey 0oshe 'oWhaQ GuriQg 1958 aQG 1960� oQ EehalI 
oI Whe ,srael 'eSarWmeQW oI AQWiTuiWies aQG 0useums 

6�0 6�0

645 195

Tell 4asile

*aWh�5imoQ

%eQe %eraTTel Aviv±
JaIIa

A]or
%eW 'agaQ

<avQe <am

1aKal 6oreT

0
eG

iWe
rra

Qe
aQ

 se
a

10

1�
0

1�
0

64
5

19
5

Nm

Fig. 1.1. Location map.
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Plan 1.1. Location of excavations at Azor, 1940–2005.
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�,'A0�� The e[FavaWioQs were uQGerWaNeQ iQ Iour 
areas� laEeleG A±' �3laQ 1��� TaEle 1�1�� Area '� Whe 
Srimary e[FavaWioQ area� is loFaWeG oQ Whe so�FalleG µhill 
oI WomEs¶ oI A]or� MusW easW oI Whe moGerQ highway� aQG 
where Whe moGerQ FemeWery aQG mosTue are loFaWeG� 
This hill was e[FavaWeG oQ several oFFasioQs� The 
earliesW worN was FarrieG ouW Ey 0� 'oWhaQ iQ 1958 aQG 
1960� This was IolloweG Ey 6hlomo 3iSaQo �1984�� who 
reSorWeG WeQWh�FeQWury %&( aQG %y]aQWiQe remaiQs� 
The mosW reFeQW e[FavaWioQs were FoQGuFWeG Ey Aviva 
%uFheQQiQo� who e[FavaWeG aGMaFeQW Wo 'oWhaQ¶s 
Area '� aQG reSorWeG very similar resulWs� i�e�� a GeQse 
Eurial grouQG oI Whe WhirWeeQWh±eleveQWh FeQWuries %&( 
showiQg Giverse Eurial FusWoms �%uFheQQiQo �006� 
%uFheQQiQo aQG <aQQai �010�� ,Q Area '� 'oWhaQ¶s 
e[FavaWioQs uQFovereG a large grouS oI laWe ,roQ , 
�c� 1100±1000 %&(� graves� reSreseQWiQg Giverse 
Eurial FusWoms� as well as a grouS oI ,roQ Age ,,A 
graves aQG limiWeG eviGeQFe oI /aWe %roQ]e Age ,, 
aQG ,roQ ,,%±& WomEs� The uSSermosW layer oI Area ' 
yielGeG various ,slamiF�SerioG WomEs� 

'oWhaQ¶s Area A lies Qear Whe area oI Tel A]or oQ 
whiFh sWaQGs Whe &rusaGer IorWress� Chateau des 
Plains� ,W was oQly SroEeG Ey 0� 'oWhaQ iQ 1958� 

wiWh Qo arFhaeologiFal remaiQs IouQG or reForGeG� The 
area is WhereIore QoW GisFusseG iQ Whis reSorW� alWhough 
e[FavaWioQs iQ 1966 Ey 5am *oShQa aQG 0eQashe 
%usheri yielGeG (arly %roQ]e Age ,� /aWe %roQ]e 
Age� ,roQ , �iQFluGiQg a ramSarW� aQG (arly ,slamiF�
SerioG sWraWa� )urWher e[FavaWioQs were FoQGuFWeG Ey 
HagiW Torge ��005�� who IouQG mosWly laWer remaiQs� 
,W seems WhaW Where are ,roQ Age remaiQs� SarWiFularly 
oQ Whe easWerQ sloSe oI Whe Well� whiFh IaFes Whe µhill oI 
WomEs¶� ,Q Area %� souWhwesW oI Whe Well� remaiQs oI a 
&halFoliWhiF±(% ,A sWruFWure were IouQG iQ a moGerQ 
Tuarry� This area is iQ Whe viFiQiWy oI JeaQ 3erroW¶s 
e[FavaWioQs oI &halFoliWhiF ossuaries �3erroW 1961�� ,Q 
Area &� a 0iGGle %roQ]e Age ,,& shaIW grave aQG a 
Eurial Fave useG iQ 0% ,,&� Whe /aWe %roQ]e Age aQG 
,roQ , were e[FavaWeG�

0osW oI 'oWhaQ¶s e[FavaWioQs aW Whe siWe IoFuseG 
oQ Whe aEove�meQWioQeG ,roQ Age FemeWery �Area '�� 
wiWh aW leasW 58 WomEs iGeQWiIieG� The maMoriWy oI Whe 
WomEs GaWe Wo ,roQ ,%� wiWh several GaWiQg Wo Whe eQG oI 
Whe /aWe %roQ]e Age �WhirWeeQWh FeQWury %&(�� SlaiQ SiW 
Eurials� Mar Eurials� EriFN�liQeG WomEs� FremaWioQ Eurials 
�iQ Mars� aQG FolleFWive Eurials iQ Eurial sWruFWures� 
2Qly several relaWively shorW reSorWs were SuElisheG oQ 
Whe e[FavaWioQs� These Srimarily FoQsisW oI QoWes aQG 
reSorWs SuElisheG Irom 1958 Wo 1961 �0� 'oWhaQ 1958� 
1960� 1961a� 1961E� 1961F�� aQ arWiFle GesFriEiQg TomE 
'6� �oQe oI Whe FremaWioQ Eurials²0� 'oWhaQ 1989�� 
Whe eQWry iQ NEAEHL �0� 'oWhaQ 199��� aQG meQWioQ 
iQ syQWheWiF worNs Ey TruGe aQG 0oshe 'oWhaQ �T� 
'oWhaQ aQG 0� 'oWhaQ 199��101±11�� aQG (li]aEeWh 
%loFh�6miWh �199�a�15�±15�� 156±158� 160±16�� 1�8� 
18��� The IiQGiQgs were SarWiFularly emShasi]eG Ey Whe 
'oWhaQs iQ Wheir sWuGies oQ Whe 3hilisWiQe maWerial FulWure 
�T� 'oWhaQ 198��54±5�� T� 'oWhaQ aQG 0� 'oWhaQ 
199��10�±11��� ,Q aGGiWioQ� a grouS oI elaEoraWely 
GeForaWeG 3hilisWiQe %iFhrome vessels Irom various 
FolleFWioQs aQG aWWriEuWeG Wo A]or were SuElisheG 
�T� 'oWhaQ 198��114� 1�4±1�5� 166� 1�1� 18�� 188�� 
0uFh oI Whis maWerial was illiFiWly e[FavaWeG GuriQg 
Whe 1950s aQG 1960s� ,Q IaFW� maWerial Irom %roQ]e aQG 
,roQ Age WomEs aW A]or FaQ Ee IouQG iQ aEuQGaQFe oQ 
Whe aQWiTuiWies marNeW� as well as iQ loFal homes �some 
oI Whis maWerial was FolleFWeG Ey <ariv 6haSira aQG is 
sWoreG iQ Whe loFal museum aW A]or��

:heQ SreSariQg Whe maWerial Ior SuEliFaWioQ� FerWaiQ 
GiIIiFulWies arose� as a resulW oI Whe more WhaQ IiIWy 
years WhaW haG goQe Ey siQFe Whe e[FavaWioQs� The 
availaEle wriWWeQ GaWa iQFluGeG Whe IielG QoWeEooNs� 
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Plan 1.2. Location of M. Dothan’s excavation areas at Azor.
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graShiF Giaries� WomE iQveQWories� SoWWery FarGs aQG� oI 
Fourse� Srevious SuEliFaWioQs� 1everWheless Qo Iormal 
µloFus FarGs¶ or µEasNeW lisWs¶ were wriWWeQ� aQG iQ IaFW 
Whe Werm µloFus¶ was QoW yeW useG iQ e[FavaWioQs oI Whe 
Wime� ,W is also SossiEle WhaW QoW all oI Whe GiagQosWiF 
SoWWery was FolleFWeG sysWemaWiFally� aQimal EoQes 
were selGom FolleFWeG� aQG oFFasioQally QoWeG� The 
maWerial Irom Whe e[FavaWioQs� mosWly SoWWery� was 
sWoreG iQ Whe ,AA IaFiliWies� yeW a large QumEer oI 
FomSleWe vessels aQG oWher iWems were loFaWeG iQ Whe 
,srael 0useum aQG Whe A]or museum� 6ome oI Whe 
iWems reSorWeG iQ Whe SuEliFaWioQs aQG QoWes were 
QoW IouQG� The SoWWery was sorWeG aQG FlassiIieG 
FoQWe[Wually aFForGiQg Wo Whe QumEers wriWWeQ oQ Whe 
sherGs� yeW iQ some Fases Whe iQN haG IaGeG aQG Whus 
iW was QoW SossiEle Wo asFerWaiQ Whe FoQWe[W oI Whe IiQG� 
:hile Whe arWiIaFWs were FoQsiGereG Whe mosW reliaEle 
GaWa� IurWher iQIormaWioQ oQ IiQGs was oEWaiQeG usiQg 
Whe IielG QoWes aQG various SuEliFaWioQs�

The regisWraWioQ meWhoG varieG EeWweeQ Whe 1958 aQG 
1960 seasoQs� ,Q 1958� EasNeW QumEers were assigQeG 
Wo Whe IiQGs �e�g�� &58�1� '58�1�� aQG Whe WomE FoQWe[W 
was SroviGeG oQ Whe EasNeW lisWs aQG IiQGs FarGs� ,Q Whe 
1960 seasoQ� Whe Eurials were eaFh giveQ a GiIIereQW 
regisWraWioQ QumEer aFForGiQg Wo WomE QumEer �i�e�� 
maWerial Irom TomE '40 woulG Ee laEeleG EasNeW 
40G�[�� All IiQGs reFovereG Irom ouWsiGe Whe Eurials 
were assigQeG ruQQiQg EasNeWs QumEers� wiWh mosW 

FoQWe[Ws GeIiQeG as Whe eQWire 5 î 5 m sTuare� Thus� 
iW was QoW SossiEle Wo FoQWe[Wually evaluaWe Whe IiQGs 
IouQG ouWsiGe Whe Eurials� 

As QoWeG� oQe oI Whe maiQ SroElems IaFeG wheQ 
worNiQg oQ Whe SuEliFaWioQ oI olG e[FavaWioQ maWerial 
is GeWermiQiQg Whe iQIormaWioQ WhaW shoulG Ee iQFluGeG 
iQ Whe aQalysis aQG SuEliFaWioQ� :hile Whe maiQ EoGy 
oI GaWa SreseQWeG iQ Whis reSorW relies oQ Whe IiQGs 
Whemselves� a more ma[imalisWiF aSSroaFh was WaNeQ� 
usiQg aQy NQowQ GaWa oQ Whe e[FavaWioQs� suFh as IielG 
QoWes� FarGs� GrawiQgs� ShoWograShs or arFhive QoWes� 
,W was IelW WhaW as Whe IiQal reSorW oI Whe e[FavaWioQ� 
all iQIormaWioQ shoulG Ee FoQsiGereG� A gooG e[amSle 
Ior Whese varyiQg GaWa sourFes is Whe humaQ remaiQs 
Irom Whe e[FavaWioQs� ASSareQWly muFh oI Whe 
sNeleWal maWerial whiFh was� iQ maQy Fases� IouQG iQ 
arWiFulaWioQ� was QoW loFaWeG GuriQg our aQalysis� The 
humaQ remaiQs WhaW FoulG Ee IouQG were aQaly]eG 
Ey <ossi 1agar oI Whe ,AA �see &haSWer 11�� &erWaiQ 
aGGiWioQal iQIormaWioQ aEouW Whe sNeleWoQs� whiFh 
was QoWeG GuriQg aQG aIWer Whe e[FavaWioQ� esSeFially 
Ey 1iFu Haas aQG Hillel 1aWhaQ� is SreseQWeG here� 
iQ aGGiWioQ Wo Whe limiWeG GaWa SuElisheG Ey 'eQise 
)eremEaFh �1961� see also T� 'oWhaQ aQG 0� 'oWhaQ 
199��11�±11��� :hile Whese oEservaWioQs shoulG 
Ee WaNeQ wiWh reservaWioQ aQG FaQQoW Ee FriWiFally 
e[amiQeG� Whey are aW Wimes Whe oQly eviGeQFe aW haQG 
aQG WhereIore iW was QeFessary Wo SreseQW Whem as well� 
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