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Thesis Summary

Buddhism in The Present Khmer Thoughts

Introduction

In the world there is no country which has no religion. Religion is a power in
social development. It is a tasty spiritual food to support human living towards
happiness. Buddhism is the oldest religion among others in the world. Most of the
people realize that this religion is virtually and truthfully perfect, that is why this
religion is popular and worshiped by many countries, especially in Asia and Southeast
Asia.

Historically, Khmer people have practiced Buddhism long ago; it dated back
to the third century BC. It was in the Nokor Phnom Era reigned by King Srimaraka.
But this religion has not been continuously practiced. It was changed in accordance
with each historical stage. Buddhism has actively taken part in Khmer social
development. It is popular among Khmer people and practice it faithfully.

Today, many countries in the world, as well as Cambodia, get the influence
from globalization process. Many religion have come to Cambodia through
organizations or associations. Some religion existed in Cambodia long ago and they
are extending their influence now.

Facing this problem, can Buddhism which is the state religion, exist in
Cambodia forever? Through many historical stages, how did Buddhism develop?
What are the factors which reduce the value of Buddhism? And how can we increase
the value of Buddhism?

The problems about urge me to choose this topic “Buddhism in The Present
Khmer Thoughts "I will show all these issues as follow:

Chapter I : General Aspect of Belief in Religion in Cambodia.
This chapter is divided into three parts.

1. Khmer socio-culture in pre-history time. Demonstrate about Khmer knowledge
belief in religion the way to live and social achievement in pre-history time.

2. Buddhism’s theory. The main theory of Buddhist philosophy are Tipitaka, Four
Noble Truths, Belief in Kamma ant the Law of Dependent Origination.

3. The Evolution of Buddhism in Cambodia. Focus on the evolution of Buddhism
in Cambodia which happened in Khmer society since Nokor Phnom Era up to the
present time.

Chapter II : Buddhism Belief in Khmer Thoughts
This is the main chapter of the thesis and is divided into three parts.
1.The influence of Buddhism in Khmer society. The influence of Buddhism has
been put strongly in Khmer society especially in Belief, custom and tradition, art
literature and politics in management and leading the country.
2. Buddhism and other fields in Khmer society. Buddhism has a close relation
with other fields in Khmer society such as; education, health, economy, ...etc.
3. Buddhism is a high advantage of Cambodia. Buddhism is a straight way towards



happiness. Buddhism pagodas are schools of the children, meeting places of the
people, accommodations for the students and bring in a lot of advantages for
Cambodian people.

Chapter III : The Development of Buddhism in the present Khmer

Thoughts
This chapter is divided into three main parts. They are :

1. Khmer consideration to Buddhism. The leaders of all level are attentive to
Buddhism. The people have their right to choose religion. Some people use Buddha
lockets and amulets because they believe in Buddhism religion.

2. The decrease of Buddhism in Khmer society. We found out that there are a lot
of factors which decrease Buddhism in Cambodia such as; war, the lack of human
resources, dispute...etc.

3. Some solutions to increase Buddhism in Cambodia. There are a lot of factors
which increase Buddhism such as; education, discipline, dispute solving in pagodas
and strengthen the quality of management and leading.

Conclusion

Through this study of “Buddhism in the present Khmer thoughts”, we can
conclude that Buddhism in Cambodia has undergone a dramatic change and
sometimes almost disappeared because of the war. However, it is still practiced by
majority of Khmer people. The theory of Buddhism is logic and scientific and bring in
happiness for the followers.

Buddhism has great contributions to Khmer society such as in education field,
economy, social affairs culture and literature...etc.

Facing the globalization process, Buddhism seems to lose its popularity. This
is due to the fact that there is the coming of other religions, the lack of human
resources and especially some Buddhists and monks do not practice it faithfully and
regularly.

To maintain and strengthen Buddhism in Cambodia we all have to
immediately change the wrong things and inappropriate behavior. The ministry of cult
and religion and other involved institutions have to pay more attention on these issues.
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