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Summary

The Socio-Economic Study in Barku
Introduction

Barkou is one of the 23 communes in Kandal Stueng district. The commune is
situated 25 km south of Phnom Penh, and has the shared border with khan Dangkor in
the north, khomThmey and khom Korktrop in the south, khom Kong Noy and Khom
Preah Put in the east, and Khom Anlong Romiet in the west. All these communes are
located in the same district as Khom Barku.

With the land area of 467 hectares equal to 4,67 square kilometers, it consists
of 7 villages, which cover a total of 4492 people, of which 2369 are women, and it is
further subdivided into 905 households.

As consequences of nearly 3 decades of chronic civil wars, Cambodia has still
suffered from the destructions in almost all fields, which have set great burdens for
the Royal Government in its efforts to rehabilitate and rebuild these damaged
infrastructures. Like other areas in the country as a whole, the people of Barku have
cooperated with the local authority and other organizations of civil society to help
restore all the infrastructures that have been destroyed in the recent past, with the
expectation of having a better living conditions and quality for their generation and
their descendants.

The utmost duty ahead to be handled is food security for the daily livelihoods
of the people in Barku and, therefore, the development of agricultural sector of the
commune should be considered the first priority. Other tasks include education,
health, business, craft ship, and beliefs and religions relevant to people’s living
standards.

The results of the research is divided into 4 chapters as follows:

Chapter 1
Situations in Barku

1. The Management in the Commune
1.1. The Commune Councils’ Role
1.2. The Functions of the Commune’s Administration
1.2.1. The Role of the Chief in administering his own Commune
1.2.2. His Role as a state agent
2. Geography in Barku
2.1. History of Barku
2.2.Geographical areas
3. The Commune’s Terrain
4. The Road Systems
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Chapter 2
The People’s Situations

. The Number of the People

1.1. Age groups by Sex in 1998
1.2. Age groups by Sex in 2001

. Population Density
. Population Growth

3.1. Birth Rate
3.2. Mortality Rate

. Migration of the People

Chapter 3
Economic Situation

. The Economic Active and Inactive People

1.1. Active people
1.2. Inactive people

. The Agriculture

2.1. Agricultural commodities
2.2. Paddy Land Area
2.2.1. Land Ownership
2.2.2. Reasons for Landlessness
a. Upcoming Reasons
b. The Roots of the Reasons
2.2.3. Income
2.2.4. Types of Rice Field
2.2.5. Types of Rice
2.3. Activities of Production
2.3.1. Draught Animals
2.3.2. Rice Cultivation
2.3.3.Taking Care of Rice Crops
2.3.4. Rice Harvesting
2.3.5. Problems of Rice Crops

. Fishing
. Animal Raising
. Other Economic Activities

5.1. Furniture Handicrafts
5.2. Ice-Producing Houses

5.3. Production of Sewers, Cement pillars and Fence Posts

5.4. Rice Mills
5.5. Generators
5.6. The Butcher’s

. Services



6.1. Motorbike Reparation

6.2. Battery-Charging Shops

6.3. Radio and Television Fixing Shops
7. Trading

Chapter 4
Social Situations

1. Education Sector
1.1. Public Schools
1.1.1. Primary Schools
1.1.2. High Schools
1.2. Private Schools
1.3. Literacy
2. Health Sector
2.1. People’s Health
2.2. Health Agents
2.3. Health Services
2.3.1. Vaccination
2.3.2. Residential Sanitation
3. Culture
3.1. People’s Beliefs and Religions
3.2. Other Religious Ceremonies

Conclusion

The research has shown the momentum of development of many fields
ranging from agriculture, education, and transportations to the health services for the
people year after year in Barku. All the achievements in the commune have been
realized through the smooth collaboration between the local citizens and the authority
as well as other national and international organizations that have well understood the
benefits of the people and the whole nation as well. The organizations have tried their
best to raise the living conditions of the people to the better ones at the present time

and the future as well.
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WHO: World Health Organization

TSC: Technical Service Center for Irrigation System
ADB: Asian Development Bank

CDRI: Cambodia Development Research Institute
JICA: Japan Intemational Cooperation Agency.

MOH: Ministry of Health.
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