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Abstract

Literature of the Democratic Kampuchea is a new form of Khmer historical literature.
Someone has thought the Democratic Kampuchea regime had no literature. Based
on the study, we see that in this regime there are literature works such as poetry,
songs, slogans, stories, etc. and all of these are the revolutionary ones. Among of
these works only the revolutionary songs are stood out in the media and those songs
were sung endless from day to day to propagandize the policy guidelines of the
Communist Party of Kampuchea.

The meanings of Literature of Democratic Kampuchea were changing follow to the
stage of historical social of this regime. The Literature in the struggle stage of Khmer
Rouge, especially, the meaning of revolutionary songs called for people to join
together fighting with the Khmer Republic regime. Moreover, it had encouraged and
educated the poor people to hate and feel nauseated to capitalist and social injustice.
After the Victory day in 1975, the literature played a role in bringing message of
Angkar's plan to the population for growing rice and nation defending in order
construct the revolution in Cambodia toward Socialism. After the declaring of the
Communist Party of Kampuchea in September 1977, the literature works still were
used to serve policy guideline of the Communist Party of Kampuchea. Angkar used
literature as the front political mental instrument to implement their politics of Great
Leap and Marvel. The wording of poem and songs are used to introduce the youth to
follow the Angkar’s advice. Besides the above content it also admonished people to
destroy all items anti-revolution and all enemies of revolution.

Overall, we see that the meaning of literature of Democratic Kampuchea had
propagandizes the revolutionary ideology of Angkar and it had influenced the
leadership and the lives of the people in the Democratic Kampuchea regime.
The revolutionary ideology such as to be absolute, dedicated, and not to
hesitate to be independent, etc. were appeared clearly in the leadership
characteristics of Kampuchea leaders that made one see they were vicious,
cruel, and absolute. These had affected to the living of people such as in
collective living, collective working and eating, including sleep. Moreover, they
had brought about social revenge and discriminate between people in the
liberated zone and the people who were evacuated from other cities,
especially, made people fear all time.

To sum up, the literature of the Democratic Kampuchea contains the unique
ideological meaning of Communist Party of Kampuchea.
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