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ABSTRACT
VERB PHRASE IN MODERN KHMER LANGUAGE

Some researchers have presented the words classes in modern Khmer language in their
theses, so it is time to reach to the syntax of words. But it is not possible to deal with all the
phrases of their headwords at once. The researcher picks out only Verb Phrase to deal in his
thesis. The thesis consists of two chapters only. The first one introduces the term phrase and
verb phrase, while the second one focuses on the verb phrase in modern Khmer language.

The research depends upon the secondary sources and the morpho-syntax theory of
linguistics.

Chapter one, titled phrase, is about what the term phrase and subclasses of phrase are.
In this chapter, the researcher presents the definitions in both English and French by their
grammarians and linguists, and then a concluded definition i1s made according to the morpho-
syntax theory.

Chapter two, titled verb phrase in modern Khmer language, focuses mainly on verb
phrase in modern Khmer language--its syntax. Because verb phrase may contain other phrases
or clauses according to the subclasses of verb, the researcher presents their existence in the
verb phrase, their functions, and how they come--its order--in it. This is to study with the
phrase-structure rule and diagram.

At last, we have general rule of the form of verb phrase in modern Khmer language,
and we remain the term predicate as the function of verb phrase in sentences. However, we
still have some problems to deal with in Khmer language, some of which are raised in the
thesis for the next researchers.
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