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Teaching and learning Social Studies at Primary School

"Case Study: Teaching Moral-Civics at
True VISIONS International School of Cambodia"
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Abstract

Moral education at the primary level plays an important role in further
education in other subjects. Social-Science Studies (Gradel-3) and Social
Study Textbooks (Grade4-6) have four subjects: Geography, History, Home
Economics and Moral Education. Moral Education in the primary school
curriculum focuses on educating children about knowledge, skills and attitudes
that are important foundations.

In this research is focused on five objectives: curriculums, textbooks,
teaching methods on social studies, focus on morality-civic ability, primary
school teachers in private schools and students in private primary schools. In
this research, the researcher uses a variety of research methods that focus on
the general situation of teaching and learning ethics-citizens in primary school
from 1993-2023, the challenges of teacher teaching and student learning with
Addressing these challenges with the participation of participants in this
research, such as professional officers of the Department of Training and
Vocational Training, Department of Primary Education, Department of
Curriculum Development, Education Inspector of the Department of Education,
Youth and Sports of Phnom Penh, Phnom Penh Pedagogical Institute,
instructors, teaching methods. Society of Principals by branches of True Vision
International School of Cambodia, primary school teachers and primary school
students of True Vision International School of Cambodia. With this research,
people use observation, interview and test using questionnaires to get solutions
that meet the objectives of the research.

The research shows that the textbooks, curricula and detailed curriculum
of social studies subjects in 1995-2006 are clearer than the curriculum
introduced from 2006-2015 and 2015-2023. Teachers have not used both
textbooks properly yet. At the same time, the textbook for social studies in 1996-
2006 has better content than the textbook published from 2006-2023. How to
teach moral subjects - Citizens are still unclear, which cannot be determined
yet. In addition, public and private primary school teachers use the curriculum

and textbooks of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports as a whole. Private
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primary school teachers have not yet received proper training in teaching and
pedagogy. In this regard, in True Vision International School Cambodia decided
to recruit teachers from the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports who have
passed the training. Teachers at True Vision Cambodia International School are
required to teach in a public school, and in their spare time they can teach in a
private school. With this teaching, the researcher observed that the teacher's
teaching was still lacking in teaching methods, most of the teachers used the
traditional teaching method, he taught the students to practice a lot with reading
and writing. Based on this research, the researcher found that the morale of
primary school students has declined to the extent that the use of curricula has
not yet been able to respond to changes in children's morals, and that textbooks
are not yet responsive to social ethics. The existing teaching methods are not
yet modern. In line with the emotional growth of children on global technology,
which leads to the moral education of children.

After researching, the researcher made some recommendations on the
five main points: (1) The curriculum of the Ministry of Education, Youth and
Sports should be reformed at least every 5 years and the curriculum should be
developed and Detailed curriculum to make it easy for teachers to use. (2)
Textbooks need to be designed to have better content and attract more students
to read about moral content. (3) The teaching method must have a clear
common feature. The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports is collaborating
with the Department of Training and Vocational Training to open short
pedagogical training courses for private teachers.

Therefore, paying attention to the moral education of children at the
primary level is really important in the long run for themselves, their families and
society as a whole, which not only has advantages for themselves and society,
it proves to be The attention of parents, guardians, teachers, community and
leaders, but understand the importance of cultivating morality to children in a
timely manner. Primary school students will be good grapes, if we try to take

good care of grapes, we will get better bamboo in the future.
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