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Thesis Summary
The Theravada Buddhism in Cambodia in the Era of Globalization

Introduction

Cambodia is an old country in Asia which was influenced by Indian cultures. In
the past, Cambodian believed in Animism, Brahmanism and Buddhism. Buddhism
arrived in Cambodia over 2000 years ago, and became the traditions and cultures of
Cambodia.

Theravada Buddhism is the virtual religion of Khmers, who constitute about 90%
or more of the Cambodian population. The Theravada had existed in Cambodia at least
since the thirteenth century and had been dominant religious school ever since, as
evidenced in chronicles, inscriptions, arts, literature, and architecture. We can say
Theravada Buddhism is the group of Buddhists who want to follow the examples set by
Buddha. Theravada Buddhism is stricter than Mahayana. The countries that respect and
follow the Theravada Buddhism are Cambodia, Thailand, Laos, Burma, Singapore,
Nepal, and India.

Theravada Buddhism is a tolerant, non prescriptive religion that doesn’t require
belief in a supreme being. Its precepts require that each individual take full responsibility
for his own actions and omissions.

Buddhist doctrine is well-integrated in Khmer society. We note that Khmer has a
tradition and made a habit of working hard. Khmer were considered as polite, humble,
firm, modest and brave in constructing their way of life. But in the era of globalization,
Buddhism has changed from time to time. This is the problem that urges me to choose the
topic “The Theravada Buddhism in Cambodia in The Era of Globalization” to show the
readers and researchers about the problems of Buddhism in this era and some strategies to
solve these problems.

This thesis is divided into three chapters as follow:

Chapter I

The General Situation of Theravada Buddhism in Cambodia

This chapter is divided into five main parts.

1. History of Buddhism in Cambodia: This part demonstrates about the early
history of Buddhism, the evolution of Buddhism in Cambodia, Theravada Buddhism in
contemporary Cambodia.

2. Globalization: Demonstrate about the meanings of globalization, history of
globalization, signs of globalization, advantages, disadvantages and solutions of
globalization.

3. Theravada Monks in Cambodia: Demonstrate about the origin of monks,
becoming monks, how to become monks, and monks’ life-styles.

4. Monk Officials and Pagodas Management: This point focuses on the structure
of monk in Cambodia, the structure of monk in pagoda, the structure of people in pagoda
and the structure of each pagoda.

' 5. Monk Administration in Cambodia: Demonstrate monk governance, monk
appointment, seals and fans of monk officials, and monk training.
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Chapter II
Theravada Buddhism in the Era of Globalization in Cambodia

It is the main chapter in the thesis and is divided into ten parts such as:

1. The role of Theravada Buddhism in the everyday life: This part is showed
about the role of pagoda, the duty and the role of monks the role of the Achar and the role
in moral education.

2. Globalization from A Buddhist Perspective: This part demonstrates about a
Buddhist perception of globalization, problems caused by globalization, an alternative
Buddhist vision and globalization & non-self. ’

3. Buddhism in Modern Life: This point is showed whether modern civilization
can survive, Buddhism is a timeless doctrine, criticisms to Buddhism, the understanding
of Buddha’s message, the perfect state of Buddha’s message, freedom of thought, role of
Buddhism in modem life, you are your own master, and a way of life.

4. Buddhism and Education: Demonstrate about the education of Buddhism on
children, youth, human rights, democracy, environment and health.

5. Buddhism and Khmer Politics: demonstrate about Sihanouk and Buddhist
socialism, Lon Nol and political mobilization of Buddhism, Buddhism under the Khmer
Rouge, Buddhism and the Heng Samrin government, and the preservation of Buddhism.

6. Buddhism, Society and Politics: This part is demonstrated about Dharma and
Buddhist social life, the Buddha’s Dharma and society, the Buddha’s Dharma and socio-
political changes, and the Buddha’s Dharma and social order.

7. Buddhism and Khmer Culture: This point is showed about Buddhist culture and
pagodas, the roles of pagodas and Khmer culture, the relationship between Buddhism and
Khmer identity, and pagodas and cultural tourism.

8. Buddhism and Women: Demonstrate about the discrimination on women,
social attitude to women, the nature of women, and a movement of Buddhist women in
Cambodia.

9. Buddhism and Science: This part is showed about new advances in modern
science enhance the greatness of Buddhism, Buddhism in scientific age, science without
religion, and some points which Buddhism goes with science.

10. Buddhism and Economics: This point is demonstrated about the Buddhist
view of human nature, from conflict to harmony, ethics and two kinds of desire, ethical
considerations in economic activity, and Buddhist theory on economic making.

Chapter III

The strategy of Theravada Buddhism in Cambodia in the early of 21%century

This is the last chapter and divided into three parts as follow:

1. The Role of Buddhism in Cambodia for the twenty-first century: Demonstrate
about educating people to develop their lives, participating to improve the quality of life
of people, joining to develop the Government policy such as educational, cultural, social
working, economical and political fields and joining to reduce poverty.

2. Some Troubles within Khmer Buddhism: Demonstrate about problems facing
mankind, changeable problems of Buddhism, people rarely go to pagoda, troubles of
monks, pagoda, Dharma and other problems.



3. Some Strategies to solve these troubles: There are a lot of factors to solve these
troubles such as; reforming Buddhism, strengthening practice, management, economy
and helping to extend propagation of Buddhism to people around the world.

Conclusion

Nowadays Theravada Buddhism is very deep-rooted in Khmer society. This
society is full of Buddhist ethics. Each citizen is trying to follow the path of Buddha and
respect the Five Precepts. Buddhist festivities and national festivities are celebrated in
pagodas. These meetings have the advantage to let the faithful to know themselves, to get
on well together, to respect them-selves and talk about community business. It is clear
that Buddha has never separated life from its social and economic context. He considers
it as a whole entity, in its spiritual, social, economic and political aspects.

We have already seen that Theravada Buddhism had played a key role and active
interest in the whole Khmer society. But Buddhism was often violated, destroyed and
changed. However, the belief in Buddhism of Khmer people is still strong, solid and
deeply rooted into Khmer thoughts, livings, traditions and all structures of society. This
does not mean that we have to pride ourselves on such matters as above. From now on,
Theravada Buddhism should have much more main roles for Khmer society. The main
problems which Buddhism should participate are:

- Preserve cultural heritage, environment, social welfare.

- Guarantee ethical and moral values of national tradition.

- Educate people to do good, cease to do evil and purify heart and mind.

- Educate people to quit smoking and drugs and domestic violence.

- Education on AIDS is a new task for the monks and nuns of this generation

- Monks should go to field, especially at remote areas, in order to encourage the

poor and weak to help themselves.

- Help reduce poverty in Khmer society.

- Advise the ruler to follow the Buddha’s path.

- Give moral and ethical education to the young people on a regular basis.
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