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ABSTRACT

The Kingdom of Cambodia has being maintained the policy of liberal pluralism democracy in
the governing form of parliamentary monarchy which is a suitable option to the tendency of universal
progress and to ensure the state governing power legally exists through the election. However, the
election shall be implemented according to the criteria for the free and fair election and must be
suitable to the knowledge-base of the peoples, the socio-economic situation and the legal frameworks
of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

In according to the Law on the Election of Members of the National Assembly and its
amendments (LEMNA) and other relevant Laws, after the 1993 election up to 2008, Cambodia had
managed and organized regularly by itself 3 elections of the national assembly members. The National
Election Committee (NEC) has organized the elections in a free, accurate, just and transparent
manner, and has always promoted and ameliorated every election process to be complied with the
legal and technical frameworks.

The 2008 election of the national assembly members were positively evaluated by most of
national and international opinions. Meanwhile, it remained some shortage and inactivity happened by
both objective and subjective reasons.

After every election took place, some observation organizations launched their critics that the
election did not run with fully free and truly just manner yet; and also, some politicallparties who did not
gain any seat and/or gained least seats always claimed against the election results, which led the
country into political unrest and/or political deadlock for a long or short times.

In the Kingdom of Cambodia, the promotion of the well organized election of the national
assembly members in the future is the common responsibility of all parties such as the NEC, the
competent organs/ministries, all stakeholders and citizens entitle as voters, as well. Hence, the defining
of visions and the setting forth -of measures in order to further ameliorating at all fields of legal and
technical frameworks and of concrete implementation in managing and organizing the future election of
the national assembly members are necessary indeed.

The improvement of all objective conditions and the reform of public administration of the NEC
itself is the goal to strengthen the NEC. The consideration of amending the provisions related to the
NEC into the Constitution, the creatlon of the organic law on organization and functioning of the NEC
and the inclusion of the NEC estlmated budget for the elections into the Law on national budget are the
key points in solving of all above objective issues. The reform of public administration of the NEC to
meet its motto and to be complied with the fundamental principles for the sample of Election
Management Body will promote the NEC becoming as an independent Election Management Body.

The voter registration and the voter list formation using the continuous voter registry system
were executed and improved continuously. The attempt to return to the periodic voter registry system
using during the election organized by UNTAC that could not be contralled or the wish of changing to
use the civil registry voter list system, where the current civil registry is not good enough, will not be
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realized in the near future. However, in the forthcoming period and the near future, the improvement of
legal and technical frameworks and the reinforcement of implementation of the existing voter
registration system are the priority measures in order to create the better quality voter list.

During the electoral campaign, political parties and candidates got many opportunities in
disseminating, free of charge, the essences of campaign through many means of equal and equity
principles managed by the NEC; besides, they also took their campaign actions through principle for
renting of broadcasting hours from private television and/or radio stations and through other means and
figures freely and widespread, which were covered by political parties and candidates themselves.
According to current socio-economic situation in Cambodia, the possibility of providing of state funding
to the political parties spending during electoral campaign, could not be realized yet in the near future;
however, it should be taken into consideration for the legal reform on the relevant issue at a convenient
time in the future. )

The strict respecting and executing of all provisions and principles related to electoral campaign
stated in LEMNA, the regulations and procedures, the code of conduct for political parties, candidates
and party agents and other principles and code of conduct for relevant stakeholders will be the keys in
reducing any conflicts happening during electoral campaign and will ensure the electoral campaign
practicing with smooth.

The operations of polling, ballot counting and consolidation of election results were
continuously enhanced. However, there were still some inactivity and shortage on technical fields at a
few working sector and a few polling division, which were needed to severely correct in order to promote
the organizing of future elections to meet the criteria and technical norm for the free and fair election.

In the future, some work fields must be improved and reinforced are as the following : the joint
training at the NEC and PECs between electoral officials and representatives of political parties and
monitoring organizations, the public education and the public information about the election, the
training of party agents and observers about knowledge on professional electoral monitoring, and the
strengthening of the training quality of the PECs, the CECs and the representatives of political parties
about procedures on the submission, receipt and resolution of the complaints and/or appeals
concerning with election and so on.

For the past claiming against the election results, which creating two times of political
deadlocks after the 1998 and 2003 elections, happened by two main reasons; they were, firstly, the
political parties gaining least seats used some shortage during the organizing of each election as
wording as tense political reasons, and secondly, the using of majority of 2/3 vote system for the
adoptions of Leaders of the National Assembly and for the vote of confidence on composition of the
Royal Government at the circumstance of lacking of legal framework on determination about sharing
power conditions amongst parties winning election yet. Due to the 2006 amendment of the Constitution
that allows to use the absolute majority vote (50+1) system instead of the previous majority of 2/3 vote
system, expecting that at the end of 2008 election and any election later, the Kingdom of Cambodia will
meet ho more political deadlocks as seen during after the previous elections.
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