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ABSTRACT

"Empowering Women in the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces” from 2016 to 2021,
this doctoral dissertation on public administration is the stage of empowering women
(female soldiers) in Royal Cambodian Armed Forces which is in good progress. This
research study is divided into five parts such as, Introduction, Chapter One, Chapter Two,
Chapter Three and Conclusion, conducted in the theoretical research along with the
scientific based and in accordance with the standard qualification of the Royal Academy

of Cambodia.

This doctoral dissertation research is also linked to theories as well as the
implementor in the promotion of women military’s roles, status, ranks and other decision
makings in order to integrate women military in all levels of the Royal Cambodian Armed
Forces, such as capacity building, knowledge, skills and technical trainings (female
bodyguard, female paratrooper, pistol, rifle and sniper shooting and so on). The
dissemination of laws and other regulations related to female soldiers, providing trainings,
workshops both local and international to strengthen capacity and quality as female
soldiers in the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces, seeking financial resources for work
implementation, increasing the deployment of female soldiers in peacekeeping missions
under the UN umbrella also to encourage female soldiers to participate in others activities
such as education, sports, and earning living before their retirement for female soldiers,
families of disable or expired soldiers, female soldier athletes, female soldier instructors
and so on. While the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) has been carrying out in-
depth reforms at all units, female soldiers also participate in the internal reforms,
strengthen and law-making for the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces, reform in the salary
of soldiers, pension schemes, etc. Promoting the role of women (female soldiers ) is taken
into consideration as one of the key factors to protect the nation, maintain peace and

stability, social order and the development in all fields. In the context of empowering



women (female soldiers) in Cambodia, it requires the participation of all stakeholders
involved such as leaders at all levels, inter-ministries/institutions relations, partners
support, financial resources for operations, establish leadership mechanisms for
enhancement and implementing policies and relevant laws, strategies in real practice to

further enhance the capacity of women and continue to move forward in a highly effective

military service.

The Royal Government of Cambodia under the highest leadership of Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia provides
support and enhancement for women protection by integrating gender-related policies
then to encourage the Ministry of Women's Affairs and Cambodian National Council for
Women as the Royal Government’s subordinates in coordinating with national institutions
to enhance the roles, duties and protect the interests of women in all areas. Furthermore,
many national and international laws related to the protection of women, such as
convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women ( CEDAW)
and the Beijing’s Resolution in 1993. The establishment of policies to enhance the women’s
roles, duties and the government’s decision of Rectangular Strategy Phase 3 and Phase
4 for “job growth, equity and efficiency in Cambodia” the Royal Government has considered
that “"Women are the backbone of the economy and society”, Neary Ratanak Strategic
Plan 4™ and 5™ of Ministry of Women'’s Affairs and the Fifth Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs ) were established to "achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls".

I strongly believe that the outcomes of this doctoral dissertation research and
analysis reflects the necessities to implement on the topic "Empowering Women in the
Royal Cambodian Armed Forces” continues to contribute to the development of soft skill,
technical skills, and capacity building for the women (female soldiers) which is an

inseparable character from men in the contemporary context of globalization.
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